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would be an investment which would pay some- {| 
shine into the public Treasury, agreed to appro- 
nriate about a million of dollars to this canal. I 
think that was the sum. They agreed with cer- 
tain private stockholders who appropriated other 
sums of money, to make the investment. It was 
done. The work turned out to bea good enter- 
rise—one of the best ever undertaken, for its 
extent, in the United States. lt was so good an 
enterprise, that after a number of years the Le- 
sislature of Kentucky adepted a plan by which 
the tolls should go to the private stockholders, 
allowing them a large interest, I think eight per 
cent. per annum on their stock, and forty per 
cent. premium. In order to give them $140 for | 
$100 paid in, they seized and confiscated the tolls 
rightfully due to the United States on their stock, 
and appropriated it to the extinction of the prin- 
cipal and premium of private stockholders. ‘That 
scheme, as the Senator from Kentucky properly 
states, has nearly worked out to its consumma- 
tion. By the seizure of the dividends of the United 
States, and applying them to the extinction of 
the original sum—$100 a share paid in—and forty 
per cent. premium, the Government is the owner 
of the canal under this contract. It is perfectly 
adequate to pay large sums of money to the people 
of the United States according to the original 
intention, and the original charter, I think, | 
ranted by the State of Kentucky. 

What is the objection to doing it? Not that 
the property is not good; not that the money is 
lost; but that the property is too good. Though 
New York and Massachusetts, and all the old | 
States, [ presume, without a single exception, 
have appropriated their money for improvements, 
and charged their own citizens, ond everybody 
else who passes through them, toll for using 
them, the principle of this bill is, that the United 
States shall not, even when it is convenient and 
profitable to adopt that system, have it, but that 
your property shall be confiscated for the par- 
ticular navigating interests of the Ohio river. 

Mr. PUGH. Will the Senator show where, | 
in the bill as it now stands, there is any such 
provision? I do not understand what the Senator 
1s striking at. 

Mr. TUOMBS. I will state how it does it. || 
The Senate have adopted the recommendation of 
the committee, that the canal shali go into the 
hands of the United States, and they charge such 
small tolls alone as will pay its current expenses. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Here is the amend- 
ment of the committee: ‘‘After said canal shall 
have come into the possession of the United 
States as aforesaid, such tolls shall be charged as 
will be sufficient to keep the same in repair, and 
pay the expenses of taking care thereof.’? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Certainly. Isay by the bill 
as itnow stands you are to levy enough to pay 
ils expense and keep it in repair; and so far as 
profit is concerned, I am sustained in saying that 
this property is confiscated. That cannot be 
denied. I have stated the facts distinctly, clearly, | 
and fairly. Itis one of the improvements which 
1 have looked at for anumber of years without a 
doubt that this would be its termination; and there | 
Is even a projét now—I do not know whether it || 
has been accepted by this committee—to build 
anothercanal on the Indiana side of the Ohio river. 
Indiana will not do it, but she seeks to get an im- 
provement there, which, according to the report 
of the engineers, will cost $8,000,000. 

Mr. BRIGHT. One million six hundred thou- | 
sand dollars. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Eight million dollars. The en- 
Eineers say that the cost of a canal commencing at 
Jeffersonville, and going entirely below the falls, 
18 $8,000,000. Another one may be made by | 
going half way for less money. 

But the principle to which I am calling the 
attention of the Senate and the country is this: 

ere we have made a work which has been of 
oer advantage to the country; the private stock- | 
iolders have got their money, anda large interest | 
of eightor ten per cent., (at one time it was greater, i 
but they finally agreed to take eight per cent.,) || 
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and forty per cent. premium, They have used 
the public property to purchase the private stock, 


, and then they confiscate all the public property 
|| for this interest. 
|is what I have denounced; that is what I have 
| complained of; that is one of the things for 
| which I have met the reproach of the honorable 
| Senator from Michigan, for saying it was a con- 


That is what I have said; that 


fiscation and robbery of the property of the 
United States for the particular and local interest 
which trafficked through this channel of com- 
merce. 


Why should it be done? Why not propose to 


ut the tolls upon such a basis as will give a fair 
interest to the public Treasury? It was said, I 
know, by Mr. Wilson, in the convention which 
framed the Constitution, when he wanted to give 
this power, that that would be done. It was 
objected that the money would come out of the 
common Treasury, and the benefit be local. 


wisdom was shown in that observation. We 
have had before us, not only to-day, but for the 
last ten years, this improvement. It is a good 
improvement, and a profitable one. A very small 
toll will pay the interest, and reimburse the United 
States; and if your system be a good one, you 


1 He | 
| replied that it might be made a source of revenue. | 
As I remarked upon a former occasion, very little | 


dends. Here is the 
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can apply the money to the development of other | 


— of this wide Republic from here to the 
-acific ocean. I say a very moderate tell will do 


| it,as has been shown by the management of this 


canal for the last ten years. But you propose to 


confiscate the public property for this interest. I | 


say it cannot be defended by the practice of the | 


States of this Union. Gentlemen come here and 
adopt a different rule in the appropriation of the 
money of the United States than they do in the 
money of their own States. Why? Sir, there is 
but one reason. Disguise it as you may; call it 
what you may; object tothe terms ** robbery’’ and 
‘* plunder’’as you may; that is the reason, and the 
j It is because you get more money 
by these appropriations for partial improvements 
than you pay into the Treasury. It is because 
the Treasury is divided unequally. Itis not with 
reference even to the magnitude of this improve- 
ment, but it is the consummation of this system, 
that | have denounced as flagitious in its origin, 


| corrupting in its tendency, and with a sole object 


to appropriate money to local and personal ob- 
ects. 

Mr. PUGH. 
plain a statement will answer the Senator from 
Georgia. He says that the General Government 
has appropriated two millions of money for this 
work. 

Mr. TOOMBS. One million. 

Mr. PUGH. It appropriated $233,500—nota 


| cent more. 


Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator is entirely mis- 
As the Senator from Kentucky said to 
me, about $900,000 was appropriated. 

Mr. PUGH. 1 will show the Senator, and he 
can ascertain it. A subscription was made tothe 
stock of a company, to buy so many shares, and 


| they were bought at their par value. That is 


the sum literally, and itis so reported by the Sec- 


|| Mr. TOOMBS. 


I wish to show the Senate how 


i| the Government. 


retary of the Treasury, on the Istof April, 1856, | 


to the House of Representatives. Here is the 
document. 


Mr. TOOMBS. It isamistake. It is a question 


| of fact; and I will produce the evidence to show 
| that the Senator from Ohio is utterly mistaken in 
his statement. 


Mr. PUGH. Let us see what the Secretary 
of the Treasury says: 

“The work was completed in the month of December, 
1830. It cost $1,019,2777° — 

That was the whole cost of the canal— 
‘Sof which the General Government contributed $233,500 
in stock.” 

Here is the statement of the Government offi- 
cer, the Secretary of the Treasury. Now, sir, 
is it true that this money, which the General 
Government paid out for the improvement of the 
navigation of the Ohio river at the falls, has 


} to the 


|| Treasury ? 
| We have paid back every dollar 
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never come back into the Treasury? I say it 
has come back, and more, in the shape of divi- 
table on page 85: 
“ The money dividends actually paid out by the company 
stockholders, the United States inclusive, from the 
6th of January, 1854, to the 3d of Janu ry, 1842, amount 
to $8,222,539. Of these dividends the United States Treas- 
ury has received sums amounting in all to $257,778, as 
follows, to wit.’ 

And here are the dividends siven one after an- 
other. Now, how much have we plundered the 
The Treasury plundered us. 
the Government 
rate of taxation 


has 


ever gave. What has been the 


| imposed on the commerce there by this Govern- 


| ment?—for the United States Gov: 


rnment has had 


| the controlling interest in this company; her vote 


has determined everything; her vote has determ- 


| ined the election of officers; her vote has determ- 


| ined the rate of tolls. 


Here is the ¢ross amount 
of tolls levied from 1832 to 1842 on the shipping 
that passed through the canal, 


“Amount of tolls levied, $1,107,599 78.°? 


Divided by eleven, the numberof years during 


| which the tolls were received, the annual tax was 


|| $100,690 89. 


| through that canal; and for what 


| other part of the Union, of findi: 


That is the tax per annum levied 
by this Government on the commerce that passes 
lor the priv- 
ilege which is enjoyed by the citizens of every 
r access to the 
ocean with their property. 

The Senator has spoken of the act for the can- 
cellation of private stock. 
until 1842. Before 1842, as I have shown the 
Senate now, the United States ‘T'reasury had 
been reimbursed every dollar of the orivinal in- 
vestment, and more. The act was passed in 1842 
by the Legislature of Kentucky, for this canal 
was made by a corporation of that It au- 
thorized the company (it was not compulsory) to 
appropriate its dividends to the purchase of stock 
belonging to individuals. i not 


If it h 
cept ible to the corporation, the United States, as 
voted against 


That was not passed 


bee hn ace- 


controlling stockholder, would hay 
it, and it would have been defeated. 
I ask the Senator, how was 
the United States the controlling stockholder, 
with $200,000 worth of stock in a million? 
Mr. PUGH. She was not against all the other 
| stockholders; but she was by far the largest 
She never dissented from the ar- 
rangment, in point of fact. Her vote was always 
given by proxy, as another document transmitted 
to the House of Representatives by Mr. Corwin, 
| when he was Secretary of the ‘l'reasury, will 
show. 

l admit that the whole dividends, not merely 
those of the Government, but of a!! the corpora- 
tors, were appropriated to the purchase of stock 
belonging to individuals; and | admit that the 
stock was bought ata premium. ‘That is a thing 
with which we were not concerned, and had 
nothing todo. We could not prevent it. But 
what is the present situation? That stock hasall 
been paid, and the property now d: 


stockholder. 


es belong to 
The Senator from Kentuck 
said there was a small residue not punieatied 
That is a mistake; it is all purchased. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. [I said that possibly 
there might be some outstanding; but I was not 
| ap yrised of the fact. 

Mr. PUGH. I will explain the matter to my 
friend ina moment. There is no provision of law 
authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury, on 
behalf of the Goverriment, to take possession of 
this work so as, in the language of this bill, to 
| prevent it falling into decay, and obstructing 

navigation. Inasmuch as he had no method by 
which he could take possession of it, he has 
allowed some of the stock which has actually 
been purchased and paid for, to remain untrans- 
ferred in the names of individuals, in order to 
keep up the fiction of a corporation; and that is 
| all this bill proposes toremedy. It provides that, 
| instead of keeping up that fiction of a corpora- 
| tion in which the Government owns all the stock, 
| and the officers of which are simply the appointees 
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| are entitled to their stock, and we have paid, of || 
‘our legitimate profits, according to the Senator’s || 
own showing, the difference between $1,000,000 | 


stands there; the title is in her; it can never | 
come the property of anybody else. In the m, 
time it goes to ruin; no care is taken of jt 


P. 
tendent of the work and two or three more—the 


i Mean 
ense with that machinery, and 


Secretary shall disy + nobody 





» take care of the work. That is all the bill 
scs. 

Now, I wish to say to ree from Indiana, 
that nothing is proposed by this bill in relation 
either to the enlargement of the old canal, or the 
construction of a canal on the other side, ‘There- 
fore it seems to me, on reflection, he might as well 
withdraw his motion, and let the provision stand, 
for it is simply to dispense with the — ma- 
chinery, and let the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
a more cheap method, administer the work. 

Now where is the fraud in providing, as this 


Lon 


prol 


bill provides, that the tolls hereafter levied shall | 


be suflicient to reimburse the expenses of the work 
and the cost of repairs? The Government has 
received all its money back, and the simple ques- 
tion is, will the Government reap a speculation to 


the amount of $2,000,000 or $3,000,000 off the | 


property of a portion of its citizens? 


Mr. TOOMBS. The Senator from Ohio prom- | 
ised with a very plain statement to put me | 


down, but he has left the case precisely where I 
put it, without the variation of a single principle; 
but there is simply a difference as to what is the 
amount taken from the Government. My impres- 
sion was, and is now, that it was about eight 
hundred thousand dollars or about a million. 
liow does he answer me? 
statement? He says we paid $200,000, and got 
$250,000 back. Is that the way Ohio pays her 


debts? If she gives a bond for twenty-five years, | 
and pays the interest regularly, in seventeen | 
Does | 


years she pays more than the principal. 
she then turn to her creditors and say; ‘** I have 
paid all your money back ?’’ Six per cent. within 
twenty-five years will pay more interest than the 
amount of the principal. Will you then turn 
round to the creditor and say: ‘* You have got 
your money and why do you come to me for 
your bond?’’ That is precisely the effect of it. 


We got some dividends from this property, as | 


anybody would, until the dividends amounted 
to more than the original cost, according to the 


Senator’s statement. Is that an extinguishment? | 


The Senator admits that it is our property, and 
he now proposes to confiscate it; for the bill says 
you shall keep it for their benefit and not for the 
United States, to whom the property belongs. 
How, then, does he vary my statement? We 
received no more dividends than the other stock- 
holders until 1842, and after that time we took 
our dividends to pay off the principal and forty 
per cent, premium, and eight per cent. per year to 
the stockholders. 

When that is done, the Senator proposes to 
take the property from us; and what is his argu- 
ment? He says: ** Look at what the Government 
has charged my people; it is a tax on our com- 
merce of $100,000 a year.’? How much does 
Ohio tax for traveling on hercanal? How much 
does New York tax for her Erie canal? 


tax. Who ever heard of terms so misapplied ? 


‘These Senators are so much in the habit of call- | 


ing landings on rivers, harbors, that they call the 


ordinary cost of transportation a tax. All proper | 


sense of language is destroyed, in order to reach 
their own purposes. It is no tax. You might 
as well say thata wagoner taxes you for carrying 
your produce to market. It is the cost of trans- 
vortation. He says we have taxed his people 
$100,000, to do what everybody else has a right 
to do—to get to the market with their produce. 
Nobody objects to that. Congress never inter- 
fered; but you came to Congress and said: *‘Join 
this corporation; pay a portion of the money; it 
is a good investment; you will get back the in- 
terest; and then we will charge tolls according to 
the charter.’””. Now they turn round and say: 
* What hard-hearted wretches, to tax the com- 
merce of the great West!’’ Georgia taxes as 
much of the commerce of the great West as 
comes to her by her railroad. Why should she 
not? If she fiom it twenty-five years, and 
charges eight per cent., she will have her money 
back, according to the Senator’s reasoning, and 
then it may be seized and confiscated. This 
canal is to a confiscated, because the dividends 
made have been as large as the original out- 
lay! Ithas paid interest to the private stock- 
holders, It has paid them forty per cent. pre- 
mium on all the private stock ‘Pherefore we 


of the Secretary of the Treasury—the ioe 
! 


What is his plain | 


It is no | 


and forty per cent. premium, and you have, inall, 
over $1,400,000, which this canal has now cost 
the United States Government. It has cost the 


. + . nan } 
Government of the United States a million and a | 
half in original outlay, in the conversion of our | 


portion of the dividends to purchase the private 
stock, and in the premium paid to the other 
stockholders. 

Now, the Senator says it is a tax upon com- 
merce. 
railroad for nothing? 


her improvements, did he vote to free them? Does 
she not levy a tax, as he calls it, for them? 


tax. 
Mr. PUGH. She never 
|| view to make money. 


le 


laid any tax with a 

y.- ‘The tolls upon all the 

canals and public works of Ohio are just enough 

to pay the Rg of repairs—not a cent more. 
Mr. TOOMBs. 

of the difficulties in the tendency of wild democ- 

racy in many portions of the country. Where 


be long that men can. 


that is greatly to be deplored. The principle on 
which you started was, that you would lay such 
tolls as would reimburse the public Treasury, and 
thereby the great body of the people who have 
no interest in transportation on canals would get 
their money again. Thatisasound principle. I 
voted for it again and again in my own State; but 


I never did vote to take the moneys or the taxes of | 


the people, and appropriate them to a particular 
improvement in my own State, but to lose such 
tolls as would reimburse the public Treasury and 
do justice to thousands of tax-payers who paid 
the money, by a return of their money and rea- 


country 

‘That is justice. Everybody holds it to be jus- 
tice between man and man, and everybody holds 
it to be so between a State and her citizens; and 
it only becomes an odious tax when the Govern- 
ment of the United States has to do it. Why? 
On the principle which I have laid down. It is 
| taking money from the public Treasury tocheapen 
the cost of your transportation. It is because the 
| people who get these improvements know that 

they get a greater proportion out of the Treasury 
|| for their purposes than is their fair distributive 
| share. 
| Mr. CRITTENDEN. The only question now 
| is, what is to be done with the property of this 
|canal? It belongs to the United States. The 
| profits upon the United States stock have, for a 
| series of years, been applied to buying up the 
private stock, and they have accomplished this 
task, or very nearly so. I do not know how the 
state of the account is exactly; but it ought to 
have been done several years ago. I suppose that 
|| now the private interest is entirely extinguished, 
| and the canal has become the sole property of the 
| United States. Whatis to be done in relation to it? 
[tis a property worth a million of dollars, and 
now belongs entirely to the Government of the 
United States. I must think some little credit is 
| to be ascribed to this enterprise, which we under- 
stand is the only thing in which the United States 
' has participated that has paid back her money. 
I believe tlre whole amount, or if not, nearly the 
whole amount, subscribed by the United States, 
has been returned out of the tolls. The gentle- 
man from Ohio can tell the precise state of the 
case. 

Mr. PUGH. More has been returned. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Something above the 
amount originally subscribed has been paid back, 
and the United States have now become the 
owners of the property itself. I think my friend 
| from Georgia willadmitthis to be the principal and 
interest to the United States. I want you to keep 
| your property; and I cannot conceive the reason 

| why our near neighbor, the Senator from Indiana, 
| who lives almost in sight of this work, should 
|! refuse to take possession of what belongs to the 
| United States, and take care of it. What has 





| become of it? The United States Government 


and $200,000—or $800,000. Add our subscription | 


Will Ohio build a canal for nothing, ora | 
When the Senator was a | 
member of her Legislature, when she was making | 


It is | 
unjust to call it a tax—it is improper to call it a } 


I am well aware that it is one | 


the Government cannot hold property, it will not | 
It may be true, that they | 
will not permit enough to be charged on the pub- | 
lic works to reimburse the public ‘Treasury—but | 


sonable interest, according to the custom of the | 































































can pass through it, because there is nobody t} 
to open or close the locks; and the ventlen 
moves to strike out all provision for — 

Mr. TOOMBS. My friend from Kentye) 
will allow mea moment. I think he is righ ' 
to taking charge of it; but there have been a, 
|| priations of money since the original subscr 
|| and | now recollect that General Jackson 
|, as 1835, vetoed another. : 

Mr. PUGH. He may have vetoed one and 
that was not made. ee 

Mr. TOOMBS. I think some were made. } 
vetoed one. : 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. I was mistaken per. 
haps, and led the gentleman from Georgia jy 
error. I must have attributed to the United 
States the whole cost of the canal, which was 
originally less than a million; but some additions 
| were afterwards made to the work that increas, d 
the cost to upwards of a million, 
true state of the case. 

Now, I hope the Senator from Indiana will 
withdraw his amendment. I have heard somo. 
thing of a proposition which has been made to 
construct a canal on the Indiana side of the Ohjs 
river. Can that be the motive? Is this work 
now belonging to the United States, to fal] out 
of repair, and go into disuse and ruin, in order 
that the United States may be called upon for 
about twice the whole amount of that canal to 
make a longer one on the other side of the river? 
1 hope the Senate of the United States will gee 
the absolute propriety of taking possession of 
this property. Its future management can be 
disposed of hereafter; but now let the United 
States, to whom it belongs, take 
it according to the terms of this 
dispose of it as they think proper. 

Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator from Ohio js 
correct in stating the amount which the United 
States subscribed in aid of the Louisville and 
| Portlandcanal. I have before me the only statutes 
| which have been passed by Congress, making 
subscription for that work. One was approved 
| on the 13th of May, 1826, and directed the Secre- 
| tary of the Treasury to subscribe, or purchase, 
| for and in the name of the United States, not ex- 
| ceeding one thousand shares of stock of the Louis- 
ville and Portland canal, with a proviso, thiat the 
| cost of each share should not exceed $100. On 
| the 3d of March, 1839, a further act was passed, 
1 
| 
| 
| 


ere 


emhian 


c v 
t ag 
appro. 
iptie n, 
43 late 


le 


That is the 


»SSession of 


€ 
Pill, and then 


| 
| 





directing the Secretary of the Treasury to sub- 
scribe for any stock which may have been for- 
feited to the company, and which may have re- 
mained undisposed of on the 4th of March next 
ensuing, not exceeding one thousand three hun- 
| dred and fifty shares, provided as before stated. 
| ‘These are the only two ey by Con- 
| gress that I have been able to find authorizing 
| subscriptions for stock in this canal. 
| The Senator from Kentucky [Mr. Crirtey- 
| DEN] has asked me to give a reason for moving 
| to strike out of this bill all that portion of it which 
relates to the Louisville and Portland canal? | 
will state my reason. This canal is now the prop- 

| erty of the United States, the tolls collected having 
| reimbursed private stockholders; and for the stock 
| subscribed under the acts of Congress I have just 
referred to, and the only question now is, ‘* What 
| shall be done with it??? The Senator from Ken- 
| tucky is right in saying that the United States 
should take possession of and manage it. | am 
in favor of that course; but my objection is to the 
manner it is proposed to be done. There 18 
nothing in the second section of this bill (which 
I have moved to strike out) that prescribes the 
rate of tolls that shall be charged, and provides 
the proper guards against imposition. For one, 
I am unwilling to give the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, or any single individual, the power to make 
and execute ad libitum the rules and regulations 
which controls the vast amount of tonnage that 
from necessity has to pass this canal. I am will- 
ing to cede the same to the city of Louisville, oT 
the Commonwealth of Kentucky, with proper 
restrictions and limitations. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. I desire to ask the Sen- 
ator a question for information, Will he have 
the kindness to explain how the Government of 
the United States has been paid its advances 00 
this canal? Have the United States, in fact, 
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er . . 
sived the amount when they subscribed with 


_— 


r 


orerest?’ 
re BRIGHT. The United States have been 
lied by authority of law, year after year, to 
‘+> purchasing and sinking of the stock. 
Mr. FESSENDEN. United States stock? 
\Mr. BRIGHT. Both the private stock and the 
eiock of the United States; and I believe this is 
‘he only work in which the General Government 
hog been interested as part owner, from the 
¢wndation of the Government to the present 
time, that has refunded principal and, | believe, 
the interest. The shares purchased with the tolls 
received were purchased at a price ranging from 
¢130 to $155, which will give the Senate an idea 





continue in possession of those great works, and 


ii 


by tolls collected, which tolls have been | 


** the onerous and extravagant imposition that 


jas been placed upon the commerce of the Ohio 
er, through the medium of this canal. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wishthe Senator would show 
the fact, that principal and interest have been re- 
The statement of the Senator from Ohio 


riv 


fu che d 


was, that the Government received $257,000, or | 


I desire 
the Senator from Indiana to showsthe proof of 
his statement. 


Mr. BRIGHT, 


es not take the interest into account. 


i have no official statements 


before me; but if the Senate will postpone the 


bill until to-morrow, I think the information can 
be obtained from the Treasury Department, 
howing substantially the facts as I have stated 

em. Lam anxious, Mr. President, to see an 
appropriation passed for the improvement of the 
Quo river; and | think the sum of $90,000, pro- 


«)),000 more than itexpended. That, however, | 
( 


I believe the fact to be otherwise. | 


sed by the bill, a very small one; more—yea, | 
and double that sum—could be very profitably | 


expended; yet | would hazard the appropriation, 
rather than couple it with legislation, in reference 
to this canal, that places it under the control of 
auy officer, man, or set of men, unless restrained 


and regulated in their action as to the amount of | 


tolls and the general police of the work. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. There is nothing in 
this provision to prevent our passing such a per- 
manent law. This | acknowledge would be a 
very imperfect permanent provision, but as a 


temporary measure it seems to me adequate for | 


the purpose. It provides merely that the Gov- 


ernment shall take possession of this canal, to || 


prevent its becoming an obstruction to naviga- 
tion, and charge such tolls as will keep it in re- 
pair. Hereafter we can make such further and 
final regulations in respect to this property as 
Congress may deem necessary. | should be 
sorry, sir, to see this provision of the bill stricken 
out, 

Mr SEWARD. 
of the bill, that I think, if they postpone it until 
to-morrow, they will be unable to have it consid- 
ered then. I find myself in no embarrassment 
in regard to the question which is here raised. It 


is said that this is the only work in which Con- | 


gress has engaged that has ever remunerated the 
United States. ‘This is true only ina limited sense. 
The United States have received a direct remu- 
eration from this work by way of toll. I am 
voting every day, and every hour in the day, for 
tion in the shape of tolls or otherwise is received, 
except the general resulting benefit of the increase 
of commerce and the increase of the revenue of 
the nation. When Congress made the original 


appropriation for this great national work, it was || 


hot on the principle.of a merchant, who seeks 
remuneration in dollars, but on the principle of 
reguiauing commerce and increasing the general 
‘venues of the Treasury. For all practical pur- 
oses, the United States are remunerated. 

lhe great works of the State of New York, 
similar to these, the Erie canal and the Cham- 
‘ain canal together, cost $6,500,000, and the two 
‘gether annually pay into the State treasury 
Y,0UU,000. The State of New York expends 
‘ese $3,000,000 in converting those canals into 
ip canals, by which to convey the commerce of 
‘© country in ships, without transhipment; from 
i¢ Mississippi and the lakes to the ocean. 
Alt 1ough we received this remuneration, we re- 
duced our tolls as far as possible, consistent with 
our revenues, for the purpose of increasing the 
amount of transportation. 
believe nobody in the State of New York 


re 
p 


> 
u 
8 
u 
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thin 


I wish to say to the friends | 


Ve Les ‘ 
lls to make improvements where no remunera- | 





levy tolls on them, merely or chiefly for the pur- 
pose of revenue, after they shall have been con- 
verted into ship canals, and that 
fully repaid. Th n they will become practically 
free channels of commerce, subject only to tolls 
adequate to their maintenance, and the State of 
| New York will look alone to the resulting benefits 
by the increase of her commerce. 

These works have, by the increase of com- 
| merce, enlarged the amount of revenue paid into 
| the Treasury of the United States at the city of 
New York. If I recollect aright, in 1817, before 
the commencement of the Erie and Champlain 
canals, the receipts of this Government, from 
revenue in New York city, were 
nually. Now, under the operati anals, 
and the railroads constructed from the capital of 
the State, your has increased from 
$9,000,000 to $45,000,000, pour d into the T: 
ury of the United Statesat the city of New \ 

think the principle is fair and right,and, tl 
fore, | agreed with the 


this bill as it Is. 


cost shali be 


S).000,000 an- 


\ t ] 
mot those 


revenue 

' 
OIN. 
committee in re porting 

If its friends desire to perfect 
something more satisfactory to them, they must 
be content to take the appropriat on for the Ohio 
river without this provision for the canal, or else 
to perfect it to-day, for 1 have no idea that to- 
morrow we shall be able to crowd the Finance 
Committee, or the Military Committee, out of 
the business which they are pressing on 
attention. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I wish to correct the Senator 
from Indiana. I have before me the letter of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated the 3d of April, 
1856. He gives every dollar which the United 
States ever received from the Louisville and Port- 
land canal, amounting to $257,778, and he says: 


our 


* To this amount of money should be added five hundred 
and sixty-seven shares of stock issued to the United States, 
as before stated, and what the Treasury has since received 
in the shape of interest and dividends trom the canal com 
pany, in return for the moneys invested by the United 
| States in this enterprise.”? 


and now when we are disposing of it has never 
yielded adime. I supposed, by the statement of 
the Senator from Kentucky, that thé amount paid 
|| by the United States was $900,000. 
|| ally paid over a million. By taking their own 
dividends for the purpose of buying up the indi- 
scription, and giving forty per cent. premium, we 

| have paid about one million four hundred thou- 
sand dollars on this Louisville and 
canal. The Senator from Indiana is therefore 
mistaken when he says this Government has got 
its $233,500 and interest. It had never got one 
dollar but $257,778 dividends up to the 3d of April, 
1856, by the letter of Mr. Secretary Guthrie. 

Mr. BRIGHT. How much did the United 
States pay? 

Mr. TOOMBS. Two hundred and thirty-three 
thousand five hundred dollars. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Exactly. 

Mr. TOOMBS. They have received $257,778. 

Mr. BRIGHT. That is more than they paid. 

Mr. TOOMBS. The statement of the Senator 


\| interest of the investment of the United States. 
{| Mr. BRIGHT. Perhaps I was incorrect if I 
| included interest. My proposition was intended 


| dollar they paid out. 

| Mr. TOOMBS. I answered that argument 
| when made by the Senator from Ohio before. 
| That is a mere specious statement. The United 
| States received their dividends for ten years until 
| they amounted to $257,000. If yousay the United 
| States are not to receive dividends or interést like 
other stockholders, there is something in your 


property. 
i this. 


as a corporator in the Louisville and Portland 
canal, have bought and own property worth from 
| $1,400,000 to $1,500,000, and the charter desig- 
| nated what tolls they had arightto take. They 
|| have received no dividends in cash for fourteen 
|| years, but have used them to buy the promenty, 
Now, the question is, will you confiscate th 


| million anda half of dollars belonging to the 


| 
| 
j 
| 


ks it would be wise or proper for the State to |i public Treasury, and worth it any day in the 


That stock is part and parcel of this canal; 


They actue || 
vidual stockholders, paying the $230,000 sub- | 


Portland | 


was, that the canal had paid the principal and || 


to be that the United States had received every || 


statement; but the United States have bought the | 
It is in vain for us to attempt to escape 

It is admitted on all hands that the United | 
| States, by appropriating their own proper moneys | 


| 
is |} $1,000,000 for the benefit of somebody else. [I 
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market? As far as | am concerned, your invest- 
ment having answered its beneficent purpose, I 
m willing that you shall sell your stock to the 

bidd r W en eet tir d of stock, 

and cannot to advantage, thev sell it, 
Everybody knows that ement of the 
ator from New York as to his policy is not that of 
the State of New York. She has received mil- 
lions of dollars from her great canal. The subject 
of its enlargement, of which he has spoken, was 
a question of bitter party strife in the State; and 
many years after they had been receiving tolls 
this enlargement policy took place under the ad- 
ministration of that Senator and his friends, but 
not without a great strugele. I think they went 
even to the extent of an amendment of the con- 
stitution. [ recollect noticing itas a part of the 
iistory of the country. The constitution had to 
te tere d, and the Vv h id to ame d ut for the pur- 
se of agreeing to this policy. But as to the 

1 of its being anyportion of the settled pohey 

of New York that her improvements at any 
of time shall be mack 
lativ 


manave it 


the stat Sen- 


} 


rome 
free, L see no such levis- 
» declaration, no such expression of the will 
of New York through the only channels which I 
am authorized to ¢ 

Mr. 
course, 

Mr. TOOMBS. The policy was to levy tolls 
sufficient to reimburse the treasury of New tak. 
principal and interest. ‘That was the policy pre- 
sented to the people of New York by De Witt 
Clinton. If that policy is departed from, it is a 
violation of the fundamental principles of jusuce, 
and would be unjust to those portions of the peo- 
ple of New York who have not the direct benefits 
arising from It. 

‘The Senator from New York talks of the Erie 
canal having increased the revenue received by the 
United States at New York city, to $45,000,000 
ayear. Thatisadelusion. I suppose that canal 
contributed, in common with other means, for in- 
creasing the trade of the country. Every railroad 
inthe United States tending to facilitate the carry- 
ing of commodities there, and enabling the people 
to buy them, did the same thing. This Govern- 
ment from the beginning, and especially for the 
last thirty or forty years, has, by every manner 
of bounty, poured into the lap of New York its 
| millions on millions. Its whole prosperity is the 

creature of Federal legislation. Strike down to- 
day all the Federal legis'ation that has benefited 
that city, and the manufacturers surrounding it, 
and it would perish in one hour. Pass to-day an 
act of three lines to strike every Government 
favor, every regulation of commerce, and every 
protection to her industry, and in one hour it 
would go down to twenty-five cents on the dollar. 

Mr. BROWN. The motion of the Senator 
from Indiana is to strike out the second section. 
Before the vote is taken on that proposition, I 
move to amend the section by adding at the end 
of it: 

And also pay the United States a dividend of six per 
cent. on the whole amount invested in the stock of that 
| canal, 

I wish my amendment to come in after the 
words: 

And after said canal shall have come into the posses- 
| sion of the United States as aforesaid, such tolls shal) be 

charged as will be sufficient to Keep the same in repair and 
| pay the expenses of taking care thereof. 
I do not believe that the Government ought to 
| charge exorbitant tolls on this work. ‘This canal 
| belongs to the United States now. As I under- 
stand the Government has boughtitand paid for it 
| Thedividends,| understand from some gentlemen, 
are as hizh as twenty percent. Thatis, I think, an 
| exorbitant charge upon commerce. That is an 
| exorbitant charge if it is for mere carrying. IL 
think the Government ought to be content to re- 
ceive a fair dividend upon its money; and if it 
keeps the work in repair, pays the expenses of 
keeping it up,and gets a dividend of six percent., 
Il think it ought to be satisfied. It is with that 
simple view I move this amendment. If it is 
adopted I shall vote to retain this section. If it 
shall be rejected I shall join with my friend from 
Indiana, and vote to serie it all out, and leave the 
| work as it is. I] am not willing to vote for a prop- 
| osition which shall compel the Government to 
| keep a work upon its hands which has cost it 


accept as such. 


SEWARD. Not free from tolls, of 


| think that is asking rather too much. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN. I knowand agree pe 


i 


Shock eae 


at A Ay GAP, 5 





a 


Ps 


a 


to aaa %. 


1940 


fectly, that upon a strict pecuniary settlement of 
this transaction the United States might justly 
expect six per cent. on the mone yw hich they 
advanced, and on the avails of that money, for 
this canal. But why should gentlemen be 80 
strenuous in exacting this when you have in- 
vested, during the last three or four days, thou- 
sands and tens of thousands of dollars beyond 
the entire cost of this canal, and do not ask one 
cent of return in the form of interest? 

Mr. BROWN. I beg to say all that has been 
done against my vote and my earnest remon- 
strance. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, Then here isan attempt 
to carry out now, on this particular work, a pol- 
icy which has been rejected as to every other. 
Would the gentleman think that right? This is 
the most useful improvement ever m ide upon the 
Ohio river. It has facilitated navigation and com- 
merce more than any other. My friend from 
Georgia was inquiring, very naturally and very 
properly, where you are going to expend upon 
the Ohio river, at large, this $90,000 appropriated 
in the bill. The information was given where it 
could be spent. Butif the canal had not been 
made nobody could have hesitated as to where it 
was necessary to spend this much and more 
money, if it were the duty of the Government to 
improv the navigation of the Ohio river. 

[ shali not occupy time. This is an improve- 
ment which has resulted the most favorable ofany 
in which the United States iave been engaged in 
all its The Government has received 
every dollar which it advanced out of the 'Treas- 
ury - and in place of further interest, it is now the 
owner of the entire property, to do with it, I ac- 
knowledge, as it pleases. How will it please to 
dispose of it? Notabandon it certainly, and leave 
it to waste and ruin, and to be an obstruction to 
navigation. The Government will probably, at 
some future time, not wishing to trouble her hands, 
that have so many works to do, with the attend- 
ance and superintendence of a canal, dispose of it 
on terms such as she deems wise and proper, to 
the State of Kenticky, and be rid of it. There 
is no time for that now. We have only time to 
take possession and take care of this work, and 
that is what this bill proposes. I hope that we 
shall do this; and the gentleman’s plan to obtain 


aspects. 


six percent. for it, will be left for future con- | 


sideration, It is a temporary provision which 
we are now making. Nobody contemplates it 
asa finalone. It may be considered hereafter, 
whether the Government will exact six or ten per 
cent. Under the charter granted by the State of 
Kentucky, she has aright to exact more than 
ten. She can consider afterwards whether she 
will do it; but do not now embarrass us with the 
question of exacting six per cent. IL hope the 
amendment will be rejected, and the bill acted on 
and passed now. 

Mr. BRIGHT. My statement was, that a 
reference to the facts and figures would prove 
that every dollar of stock that had been paid, 
either by the United States, the Commonwealth 


of Kentucky, or private stockhelders, had been | 


refunded; that the canal paid for itself, if you 


please, and is now the property of the United | 
States; and the question presented to us is, what || 


disposition shall we make of it? 


| have already expressed my willingness to | 


vote for ceding this work to the city of Louis- 


ville, or the Commonwealth of Kentueky, with | 
such restrictions as will compel the grantee to 
keep it in order, and charge no more toll than is | 


necessary for that purpose. This canal ansWered 
the wants of trade and commerce at the time it 
was constructed very well; but in this day of 


progress it is far behind the times, and, compar- | 


When the canal | 


atively speaking, worthless. 
was constructed there were but few boats more 


than one hundred and eighty feet in length, that | 


being the capacity of the locks to this work: now 
there are few boats built that are not over this 


length, particularly those that ply between Louis- || there is in the bill, and the Senate can decide it in 


|| five minutes. 
Some change in aid of commerce and naviza- || 


ville and New Orleans. 


tion at this pointis needed and demanded. The 
honorable Senator from Kentucky has referred to 


a propa canal on the Indiana shore, and inti- || 
that that consideration may have some influ- | 


matec 


ence on thy action in connection with this amend- 
ment, 


It is true, the Legislature of Indiana has 
chartered a company with authority to construct | 


THE CO! 
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a canal on the western side of the Ohio river, 
and there have been various surveys. by officers 
appointed by the General Government, the State 
of Indiana, and a private company. ‘The reports 


of the different engineers are conflicting: one set | 


report in favor of a canal on the Indiana shore, 
and another set in favor of enlarging the present 
canal. ‘There is a difference of opinion between 


Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana, as to where this | 


canal @ught to be located, and as to the plan 


proper to adopt in constructing; but all concur, I | 
believe, in the necessity and importance of such | 
awork. There is also much diversity of opinion | 


as to its probable cost, but nothing like the differ- 
ence stated by the honorable Senator from Geor- 
via, [Mr.'Toomps.] He is mistaken in supposing 


that there has ever been an estimate fixing the || 


cost of a canal on the Indiana side at $8,000,000. 
The estimates made have varied from $800,000 to 
$2,100,000; but, from the most reliable data that 


I can obtain through those I esteem impartial and | 


well-informed on this point, I believe thata canal 


that will answer all the wants of the public can || 


be made for $1,600,000. 

Mr. SEWARD. 
asked me, asl was called out atthe door, whether 
this canal came into the possession of the United 
States at the last year? and I said, yes. I so un- 
derstood. I understood him to ask, if there was 
not an amendment in an appropriation bill last 
year, authorizing it? 
erroneous to suppose that any such law passed. 

Mr. STUART. Lhope, sir, we shallcometoa 
vote on thissubject. lam very desirous that we 
shall not be delayed. It seems to me the whole 
question lies ina nutshell; whether the United 
States being now, by the original contract, the 
owner of this property, will take possession of it? 
This has always heretofore been presented to 
the Committee on Commerce by local friends of 
the measure, objecting to any paymentof tolls. I 
have myself always been opposed to taking it 
upon any such condition. 


think, the lastone,|lamsure. lalways opposed 


| taking possession, and restricting that posses- 


sion by law to keeping the canal free and charg- 


ing no tolls, insisting that we should charge such | 


tolls as would keep it in repair, and pay its cur- 
rent expenses. ‘Thatis the provision of this bill. 


| Itis not susceptible of any other construction, I 


| think; but if it is, the addition of three words 


will certainly limit it to that construction. After 
the amendment of the committee, providing for 


the payment of tolls and necessary expenses to || 


keep it in repair, add the words ** and no more,”’ 
and then they can collect no more tolls. 


Now, I ask, is there a Senator or an officer of || 
the Government who can tell at this day what is | 


the rate of toll that will do this? Thatis to be 
tried. The tolls fixed heretofore have been very 
large, for the purpose of liquidating the private 
stock. They have done it; but I venture to say 
there is nota man in the United States who can 
now submit an estimate that would exactly do 
what this amendment proposes todo. Experi- 
ence is necessary. If it shall turn out hereafter 
that the Government officers are attempting to fix 


exorbitant tolls on this canal, how easy will it be | 


for Congress to restrict it. Bnt to fix a limit to- 


day is impossible. I a the amendment of the |! 
} 


committee will pass in this form. 


Allow me to say another word while I am up. | 
The $90,000 in the estimate is stated to be for | 


continuing the improvement of the Ohio river, 


|| including the Cumberland dam; and unless that 
| provision shall be put into the bill, the amountis | 


too large, because that is the estimate of the engi- 


| neers, in this language: ‘‘ for the improvement of | 
the Ohio river, including the Cumberland dam, | 


490,000."? Thatis the estimate, and the words, 
** including the Cumberland dam,”’ are not in the 


| bill. 


This, it seems to me, in afew words, is all that 


Mr. BROWN. I do not perceive on what 
principle the Senator from Michigan proposes to 
place his vote. He tells us we ought to levy just 
such tolls as will be sufficient to keep the work in 
repair, and pay the necessary expenses. 


| means by that that the Government is bound to | 
| furnish a work at a cost of a million and a quar- 


ter of dollars, and simply keep it in repair for the 


GRESSIONAL GLOBE. Augu 


The Senator from Indiana 


That is the case, but it is | 


It has been urged on | 
us again and again for the last two Congresses, I | 


If he | 


st 5, 


| benefit of the public, I dissent. If the Senato, 
| puts it on the ground that the Government sate 
make an appropriation for the benefit of — 
| merce at Louisville, as it makes appropriations. i 
the benefit of commerce at Chicago and o; 
towns, I can see the principle on which he je. 
Mr. STUART. I donot touch that subiect », 

‘| all. I simply say that this property now a 
longs to the United States; but 1 do not Seed 

|| the subject of the original appropriation at -— 
Mr. BROWN. Precisely; I know he doesn, 


¢ 


ior 
ther 


> 
Now, sir, when you make an appropriatiog to 
improve or make a harbor at Chicago, and th») 
| harbor gets out of repair, the next year you wan 
| an additional appropriation to put it in repaj, 
and keep it so. You make that appropriation 
| from the national Treasury. You do not eet hq 
|| money by levying tolls on the commerce that 
goes into that harbor for the purpose of keepiy 
it in repair. No more ought you, on the pr 
ciple which governs the Senator from Michieay 
| to levy tolls on the commerce which passes throw rh 
this canal for the purpose of keeping that iy po. 
pair. If acted onthe principle which I supposa 
governs the conduct of the Senator, and the mae 
jority here, I would vote to make the canal abs». 
lutely free; and when it got out of repair, I would 
vote money from the Treasury to put it in repair 
| again. 

That is one principle. That is the principle of 
the majority here. ‘The principle of the minority 
is, that you have no right to make these appro. 
priations at all; but you have made them for this 
canal; you have bought the property; you have 

| over a million of dollars invested in it; and my 
amendment simply asserts that you have a riglit 
| to the interest of your investment. Everybody 
| knows it will pay more. It will pay you twenty, 
| forty, or fifty per cent. It will pay youanythiiy 
you think proper to charge. What I said in| 
| outset was, that I did not want to see the G 
ernment become an extortioner, but content itself 
with a fair interest on its money. One princi 
of action is to make an appropriation for all th: 
| works, and keep them in repair out of the natio 
| Treasury; and the other is, not to make the ; 
propriations atall. It seems to me that my fri 
from Michigan is fixing it up, and not acting ou 
either principle. ; 
Mr. PUGH. _ I hope the Senator from Missis- 
'| sippi will withdraw his amendment. It is unne- 
| cessary at present. As this is confessedly ovr 
own property, if we want to raise the rate of to|ls 
| hereafter, we can do it. Ido not wish to det 
the Senate, but I can show that six per 
charge on the investment would be very unjust. 
| I wish to call attention to the fact that it is of no 


ot, 


, 
5 
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| practical consequence now, for at the next sessioi 
we can direct the Secretary of the Treasury 
| levy a higher rate. Let it stand for the present 
| During the last year the surplus, above all tle 
expenses on the canal, was $50,000. ‘That isin 
the Treasury. The Senator from Mississipp! 
| can press his view on that subject at any otler 
| time; and passing the bill without his amend- 
ment does not preclude him at all, this being sim- 
| ply a direction to the Secretary of the Treasury 
| as to what tolls he shall levy until otherwise pro- 
vided. =D 
Mr. BROWN. I ask the Senator now, 1i '* 
supposes that if we pass the bill without provi- 
| ing the six per cent., you ever will provide it 10 
any subsequent act? 
Ir. PUGH. Ido not suppose you will, ant 
I do not wish you to doit. One gross piece”! 
injustice is that, at the very time you pul U3 
money into the Louisville and Portland can, 
'| you were paying only five per cent. on your 
public debt 
Mr. SEWARD. If the honorable * 
will allow us, I think we can vote on this ques 
tion satisfactorily. We understand it. 
1 Mr. TOOMBS. Iask for the yeas and nays 
‘| on the amendment. It is an important one. 
'| want the confiscation clearly voted. 
| The b ha and nays were ordered. 
{ 
| 





Senator 


Mr. BRIGHT. 1 should like to know wheth*t 
the Senator from Mississippi intends to embrie* 
|| all the stock, or only that owned by the United 
|| States? 

Mr. BROWN. I understand now that the 
Government does own it all. Of course, | mes" 
that the Government should have dividends 0" 
|| its own stock. 








1856. 





SS 
: 
The question being taken on Mr. Brown’s | 
amendment by yeas and nays, resulted—yeas | 
i nays 30; as follows: 

’ 4 

yEAS—Messrs. Biggs, Brown, Clay, Fessenden, Fitzpat- 
fick, Houston, Hunter, Mallory, Reid, Toombs, and Yulee— || 


MN \yS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of | 
rn nessee, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Cass, Collamer, Crit- || 
ze Jen, Dodge, Douglas, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, || 
eee Johnson, Pearce, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, y 
- art, Thompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, || 
Wilson, and Wnghit—vv. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question | 
js on the motion of the Senator from Indiana to 
girike out the second section. 1] 

The motion was rejected. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made as in Committee of | 
the Whole were concurred in. The bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and || 
was read the third time. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I call for the yeas and nays 
on the passage of the bill. a7 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and, being 
taken, resulted—yeas 30, nays 10; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bell of New Hampshire, Bigler, 
Bright, Brodead, Cass, Collamer, Crittenden, Dodge, Doug- 
jas, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, James, 
Jolinson, Pearce, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Slidell, Stuart, 
’)ompson of Kentucky, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wilson, 
gud Wright—s0. i 


. NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Butler, Clay, Fitzpatrick, Hous- 1] 
ton, Hunter, Mallory, Reid, ‘Toombs, and Yulee—10. 1| 
So the bill was passed. | 

} 

HARBOR OF CHICAGO. 1 

. - | 

The Senate next proceeded to consider, as in || 
Committee of the Whole, the bill (S. No. 165) for || 
continuing the improvement of the harbor of || 


Chicago, in the State of Lllinois, which appropri- || 
ates $50,000. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. [I hold in my hand the esti- | 
mate of Colonel Graham, superintendent of that 
work, charged with the general superintendency || 
of the works on Lake Michigan, resident at Chi- |! 
cago. The estimate is made in detail of what is | 
necessary to be done. Colonel Graham, it will || 

be recollected, is the engineer who has been com- | 
plimented so highly and justly by the Senator || 
from Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] and others, for his 
very great skill, experience, and accuracy in his 
profession. From this estimate and report it 
appears that, for the completion of the Chicago 
harbor, according to the opinion of the engineer 
corps, $138,516 68 is the sum required. Now, 
when your engineers give an estimate for a spe- 
cific work, it is very bad economy to appropriate 
half what is necessary, for it will cost you twice 
as much to perform the service in that way as 
by appropriating at once what is required. Yn 
must expend the same amount in machinery, in 
labor, in superintendence, and in everything that 
constitutes the extras of the work, under a small 
eppropriation as under a large one, and it is cheap- 
est to appropriate at once the sum that you re- 
quire, or else make no appropriation at all. 

The committee propose $50,000, and the esti- 
mate is $138,516 63. How do we know $50,000 
will do any more than commence the work in 
such a manner that the next storm will sweep 
everything away? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. The bill was introduced 
and reported upon before the estimate of Colonel 
Graham was received. That accounts for the 
discrepancy. I will state also that the committee 
have been consulted on the subject, and agree to 
the full amount. 

Mr. DOUGLAS, I am very glad to hear the 
explanation of my colleague. That accounts 
fully for the variation between the bill and the 
estimate. The bill was introduced before the 
reception of the estimate, and [ now understand 
the committee sanction the amendment which I 
am about to move to insert—instead of $50,000, 
$133,516 68. Ido not intend to make any argu- 
ment in regard to the importance of Chicago, or its 
Very great shipping and commerce, and its com- 
manding position as the center of a large north- 
Western trade. These things are familiar to the 
Senate. I can only say, that if it is proposed to 
make appropriations for the improvement of har- 
bors, economy requires us to make appropria- 
tions to the extent that is necessary, in order to 
obtain the eet amount of benefit in the con- 

struction of the works. I move the amendment. 
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| as constitutional, that I will not supp 


| aes in the bills to the 


“a — 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will suggest to my friend 
from Illinois, [Mr. Doveras,} that if we were 
to pursue the same principle in regard to ail the 
other bills, we could go back and put on about 
$10,000,000. 1 submit whetheran exception ought 
to be made in this instance, thouch himself and his 
colleague on the other side of the House concur 
entirely in this matter. Ido not think it sounds 
well, or is reasonable to the rest of us. The dif- 
ference between $50,000 estimated in the first 
place, and $138,000 recommended in the second, 
is very great. I do not know of any work for 
which full provision has been made hitherto in 
the appropriations others have been only to carry 
on the works until the next Congress, when 
the subject can be taken up again. There remains 
but three months between this and the next ses- 
sion, when these sub} arain be considered. 
I really think it would be wise on the part of the 
Senator from Illinois to allow the bill to remain 
with an appropriation of $50,000, though the 
committee have agreed that it would be as well 
to appropriate the whole $138,000. I hope the 
amendment will not be pressed. I only say, as 
one of those who regard this class of measur 


rects ca 


rt the 
amendment, because, if we do that, we must take 
up every other measure and insert an appropria- 
tion that will complete the work. I think they 
might be a little moderate on the lakes. They are 
pressing the matter rather far. 7 





Mr. DOUGLAS. My friend from Arkansas 
is under a very great mistake. I think, in each 
case, at any rate in very many cases 

Mr. JOHNSON. Inregard to any improve- 
ment in my own State 1 know it is not so. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I had not finished my sen- | 
tence. In each case, or certainly in many cases, 


amendments have been made to raise the appro- 
estimates, where the 


ills fell below the estimates Iam sorry to say 


| that I did not find my friend from Arkansas 


enrmeenennnene those. ‘The appropriations 
ave been raised time and again during the past 
few weeks, and | am sorry that my friend should 
interpose his objection now upon me, for the 
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If I had, I do not think I could have sat still in 
my seat. It is true, that during a part of this 
debate I have been called away upon 
three occasions. If 1 had observed anything like 
that I should have objected. [do not see the 
necessity of it, and I do not see the propriety of 
it,and | hope there is not sufficient force in it to 
demand the enforcement of an amount like this. 
reely support an appropriation of $50,000, 
but I believe we should not press these matters 
too Strongly. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I merely wish to add that 
an example, and a very noted one, will be found 
for my motion in the bill for the removal of ob- 
structions at the mouth of the Mississippi river, 
brought forward by my friend from Louisiana, 
{[Mr. Suwe ce. } 

Mr. JOHNSON, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
le was set. 

Mr. SLIDELL. That bill, as originally re- 


ported from the Committee on Commerce, con 


two or 


I was not present then. 
"There Ll believe the exam- 


tained an appropriation of $650,000, and passed 
the Senate in that form. It went to the House, 
and $300,000 were there stricken out, so that there 
was a reduction. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 


Ido not wish any contro- 
versy upon this 
: 


point. I desire simply to make 
the bill conform to the system which | 

true economy requires, If we are going on with 
this system. But 1 will not prolong the discus- 
Sion. 

Mr. CLAY. Will the Senator from Illinois 
inform me what amount has hitherto been appro- 
priated in the aggregate for the construction of 
this harbor? 1 believe it was made a harbor. 
In the beginning there was no harbor there. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. On that point [ cannot an- 
swer my friend specifically. Itis twenty years 
since the first apy ropriations were made, and 
they have continued from time to time until the 
present. If L could even make an approximate 
statement of the amount, | would do so, but I 
cannot. I presume it must be $300,000 in all; but 


believe 


|] may be mistaken and wide from the mark in 


first time, when he has allowed so many others 


to pass. 

What is more, it appears from the explanation 
that this was entirely a mistake in reporting the 
bill for the smaller amount.» My colleague, be- 
fore the estimate was received, introduced a bill 
for the appropriation, and put it at $50,000, not 


knowing what the estimate would be, of course 


leaving it to be amended to conform to the esti- 
mate, whether greater or less, when it should be 
received. It seems that when the estimate came 


it was for $138,000, and the committee indorsed | 


it. Then should you put the appropriation at 
$50,000, without any assurance that the money 
will not give out before the work is in sucha 
state of forwardness as to protect it against 
storms? When the storms come your $50,000 
may be atotal loss. True economy is to give 
whatever is necessary at once, and let the work 
be finished. I am certain my friend from Arkan- 
sas will withdraw his objection, and allow this 
amendment to prevail. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Lam very certain that I am 
the last man who would do an uncourteous act 
to the Senator. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I know that. 

Mr. JOHNSON. The bill presented by his 
colleague, as I understand, put the appropriation 
at $15,000, and it was so reported by the com- 
mittee. 
be expended at this point before the whole sub- 


therefore I think it is not worth while to consider 
this the last chance that will be ever oflered. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I have but a word more to 


no notice of matters of this sert that have been 
before the Senate heretofore. I must confess 
that I have observed several instances where an 


always small sums. If there has been — ex- 
travagant increase, such as more than double the 
amount originally proposed by the introducer of 
the measure, to say nothing about the committee, 
I have not observed anything of the sort before. 


ject will be up again at the next session, and | 
Mr. SEWARD. Will the honorable Senator | 
from Arkansas allow me to make an explanation? | 


say, and that is in regard to the suggestion of | 
the Senator from Lllinois as to my having taken | 


appropriation has been increased; but they were || three hundred feet wide, so that vessels can now sail 


that, though I should think that was probably 
aboutthe amount. As the Senator states, the ap- 
propriation was for making a harbor in the first 
instance. ‘The Chicago river isa very deep river 
for five miles up the lake on one branch and two 
miles up the other, making seven miles of deep 
navigation, with from fifteen to forty feet depth 
of water up to the city. But at the mouth was 
sand bar; and piers run out, cutting off the sand 
bar, made the harbor. 

Then there is a channel in these lakes—a curt 
rent running from the north to the south and west 
pretty steadily, which brings down a load of sand 
that lodges against the north pier. It forms there 
until it begins to run around the end of the pier. 


| Then it is necessary to extend the pier, and to 


I know that it is not likely $50,000 can | 


i] 


i 

| 
i} 
it 





keep extending it, so as to get beyond the sand, 
and not fill up the harbor. ‘That is the nature of 
the improvement. It is a process which, I sup- 
pose, will go on in all time to come. I will not 
pretend that this appropriation is going to finish 
it forever; for the sand will keep rolling down 
with the current as long as the water runs; and 
it will, some years hence, make another obstruc- 
tion. Itis folly for us to pretend that we shai! 
ever finish any of these works. We are now 
deepening this harbor; and this sum finishes it 
for the present, as far as is now contemplated; 
and the engineer’s reports consider it now as 
finishing. I have said frequently that this im- 
provement of rivers and harbors will never end; 


| and the only question is, as to the plan we shall 


adopt. 


Mr. CASS. I rise merely to read an extract 
from a letter I received to-day from Colonel Gra- 
ham. As I have already said, he is one of the 
ablest and most scientific engineers in our coun- 
try. He says: 


 [ think I sent you by mail, some time ago,a chart of 
Chicago harbor, showing the extent of the bar at the harbor 
entrance, as it existed early in April last. Cur topog i 
ical * blundering’ has actually destroyed that bar, by dredg 
ing, to such an extent that we now have a channel to the 
direct entrance between the piers, of full ten feet deep and 


directly in when seeking refuge from storms, Or in their 
usual business trips. We shall soon have this channel 
still wider and deeper, so that it will probably prevent the 
loss of many human lives, and of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars worth of property in the violent gales that will 
occur in the approaching months ot September and Octo 
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ber. The whole 


eT 


operation has, #0 fur. been attended « 1 
acurrent expense (of using lie United States steam-dredge 
belonging to Lake Mich can) ol 
are authorized, General, to communicate this tact lo any 
member of the Committee on Commerce, or to quote What 
{ have said in any remarks you tnay choose to make on 
the subject. [stand responsible for its correctness under 
my comission ih the corps ol Lopograpbical engineers.’ 


less tian 32.000 ,ou 


Now, I want to read a resolution of the Com- 
mon Council of the city of Chicago, to show the 
estimate in which this gentleman 1s held: 

Resolved, That the thanks of the Common Council of the 
city of Chicago be tendered to Brevet Lieutenant Colonel J. 
D. Graham, Major United States Topographical Engineers, 
and superintending engineer of Lake Michigan works, for 
his valuable maps and charts presented to this Couneil, and 
for the many and indefatigable exertions to promote the in 
terests of this city, and for the faithtul and able manner in 
which he discharges his official duties as an officer of our 
General Government, as shown in his several reports to the 
Secretary of War on the subject of the Chicago harbor. 

Ordered, That the city superintendent, in conjunction 
with the harbor-master, be, and they are hereby, instructed 
to use all legitimate measures to protect the United States 
dredges and scows, or other property of the General Gov 
ernment, in charge of Coionel J. D. Graham, whenever the 
sane may be in operation within the harbor, 

I merely read this to confirm the statement I 
have already made in regard to the character and 
talents of that officer. ‘There is no man more 
respected in the American service. With respect 
to the amendment proposed by the Senator from 
Illinois, I shall vote for it, with the understand- 
ing that it is recommended by the Committee on 
Commerce. Without that, { should not vote for 
it. 1 have acted on that principle. ‘This is one 
of the most important positions on the whole 
lakes, and, as the honorable Senator from Illinois 
has said, the difficulty is getting over the bar, and 
then you find yourself directly in deep water in 
the Chicago river. 

Mr. SEWARD. Perhaps a word of explana- 
tion from the committee is due to the Senate and 
certainly to themselves. When this bill was sent 
to the committee it contained an appropriation of 
$50,000. The committee had before them at that 
time only the estimates of 1853 and 1854. The 
estimate of the engineers then was $24,000. The 
great importance of Chicago, and the knowledge 
that the estimate would be increased by the agent, 
induced the committee to double that sum and to 
allow the bill to stand at $50,000. After the bill 
was reported by the comniittee, the honorable 
Senator from Llinois who introduced it [Mr. 
ry. 1 
IrumMbBu.t] came to the committee, and broucht 
new estimates, which he submitted. He informs 
me that the committee at that time authorized him 
to move this amendment, and expressed their 
assent toit. ‘The bill was reported by the Senator 
from Louisiana, (Mr. Bensamin,] whoisnot here. 
My own recollection upon the subject is very 
imperfect. We deem it due to the Senator and 
the Senate to say—at least 1 do—that 1 cannot 
gainsay what he says; at the same time I cannot 
assert that the committee took the matter into 
consideration and recommended this increase. I, 
under the circumstances, make no objection, and 
shall cheerfully vote for the amendment. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate now 
adjourn, as there is some dispute about this mat- 


if 


} 


| 


| 


| during last year on the lakes. 


C 
| be made, the losses last 
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mittee, though there might have been no formal 


might move the amendment. 


| 

I wish now, as | am up, to make a single state- | 
ment from a paper that I have in my hand, which | 
is the report of Captain Dobbin, who is the in- | 


spector of the board of lake underwriters, at the 
underwriters’ convention, recently held in the 
city of Buffalo, giving an account of all the losses 
It is a long list, 
giving every vessel that was lost, the amount of 
property lost, and the number of lives. At Chi- 
ago bar, where this improvement is sought to 
ear, according to this 
report, were $59,000; and the whole losses on 
the lakes amounted to $2,821,529 last year. 

Mr. CASS. And the number of lives upwards 


| of a hundred. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The number of lives lost 
was one hundred and eighteen. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN. I wish the gentleman 


| from Illinois would withdraw this amendment. I 


| appropriations for this object. 
Chicago. 


reluctance whatever to vote 
I have been in 
It is a wonderful creation, with a 
wonderful commerce, and a very exposed situa- 


want to show no 


| tion on the lake. I know the necessity of defense, 
| and protection for ships and vessels carrying on 
| this mighty new-born commerce; but at the same 


time | think $50,000 is as much as these gentle- 
men, with all their industry, can expend in the 
working season. It is but a short time until 
Congress will meet again; and $50,000 is no small 
sum. It is as much as they can use from this 
until the working season ceases. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The $50,000 would leave 
the work insuch.an unfinished condition, that the 
next storm would take it away, and I fear it 
would be almost a uscless expenditure. 1 would 
rather, therefore, that you would give us the 
amount of the estimate as the only relief. 

Mr. DODGE. Ideem it due to the Senate and 
myself to state on this occasion, that the Com- 
mittee on Commerce never agreed to report the 


mate of Colonel Graham. As stated by the hon- 


| orable gentleman from Illinois, [Mr. TromsBvut1,] 
| the committee were consulted on his general esti- 


mates. It is well known to the Senate that in 
the Wisconsin harbor bills the first amendment 


| was passed, the stcond was objected to, and 


ter, and I presume there will be further discus- || 


sion. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. 
this bill in a minute. 

Mr. BUTLER. I withdraw the motion in 
order to allow the vote to be taken. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Illinois, 
{[Mr. Doveras.] 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I wish to say one word 
in reference to the amount in the bill. As I 
stated that it had the assent of the committee, it 
may. be proper to remark that the report of Colo- 
nel Graham was not here until very late. It is 
dated the 3lst of December. After it was received 


We can take the vote on 


there was a discussion of perhaps a day in this || 


body on the subject. The gentleman from Mich- 
igan, [Mr. Cass,] my venerable and respected 
friend, appeared to think there was danger of 
expending too much money in one year, and that 
it was necessary and proper to take more than a 
year to expend the amount of estimates as made 
hy Colonel Graham. Under the pressure of my 
friends here, (and in the house of my friends, I 
hope,) Ll asked the Senator from New York to 
withdraw the amendment. It was to the Racine 
bill, in which I felt deeply interested. The esti- 
mate of Colonel Graham for that work was 
$49,000 or $50,000; and 1 felt a very great unwill- 
ingness to accept $11,000, which was the esti- 
mate as previously made in 1853; but witha view 
of conciliating my friends, (for I was afraid my 
amendment would be voted down, and perhaps 
might operate against all the bills of the House of 
Representatives,) | consented that the Senator 
from New York should withdraw the amendment. 
This he knows to be the fact, and so do other 
friends. 

Wisconsin has been hardly dealt by. We have 


| received but $11,000 for Racine, $11,000 for She- 
| boygan, and $17,500 for Milwaukee. My friend 
| from Michigan appeared to think it was as much 
| money as ought to be expended in one year. He 


l went before the committee, and all the com- | 
mittee were notpresent. ‘The chairman, the Sen- | 
ator from Wisconsin, will recollect that I stated I || 


had this report, and | was informed by some mem- 
bers of the committee—I recollect the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamix] was present— 
that they understood the whole matter. There 
was no action that I know of in the committee; 
but L understood from them that they had agreed 
on the same principle in reference to other cases, 
and I believe the Senator from Wisconsin moved 
to increase the amounts of some bills according 
to the new reports. 


had the kindness to say he would not interfere 
with me; but I discovered that, if I pressed my 


| amendment, there was some danger of its being 


lost, and that it might not receive the favorable 
action of the House. 
I cannot consent to vote for the appropriation 


| of $138,000 for Chicago, although if it had been 


| consented to it. 


presented before us as a committee I should have 
To make fish of one and flesh 
of another is unfair. I think the Senate ought to 
do us justice. If they give to Chicago $138,000, 
and give to her near neighbor, Racine, only 
$11,000, it is very unequal, and I must protest 


vote, stated to me that when the bill came up 1 | 





| | remarked before, on its operation on the St 
| which I have the honor in part to represent, | 


| $138,000 for Chicago. 


consin is under a misapprehension with res 


E. 


A 

ugust 5, 
Congress, and hope to have the aid of my f;; 
from Michigan, and other friends, in support > 
my measures; but to give Chicago $138,000 neis 
without the action of the Committee on Com. 
merce, when $50,000, perhaps, is as much as o . 


be expended this year, would be very unequal io 
le 
Ate 


end 


therefore shall feel myself bound, as the chair 
man of the Committee on Commerce, jn +); 
instance, to vote against the appropriatio; 


this 
1 of 


Mr. CASS. My honorable friend from Wig. 


Per 


to myself. I may have said, as I did in the cago 


| of other works on the lakes, that there remain 


| ficient. 


| alludes. 


| for it. 


only some two or three months of the season of 
the year, and the amount in the bill may be gy. 
That, however, was not the principal 
difficulty I urged in the case to which my friend 
I urged another, and more important 
one, which was, if we began to increase each bill 
as asked for, without the action of the committee 
we should never get through, or we should swell 
the amount to such a sum that no man could yore 
I did not want to break into the system, 
Now, if my friend from Wisconsin says the Com. 
mittee on Commerce have not agreed to $138,009 
in this case, I shall not vote for it. 

Mr. DODGE. I will say, in response to my 


! a a . . 
honored and respected friend from Michigan, that 


the Senator from Illinois [Mr.'TrumBu tt} did ap- 


|| pear before the committee. There was not a ma- 





| 
| 
| 


jority present, and there was no particular action 
of the committee on the subject. If a majority of 


| the committee had been present, I should certainly 
|| have assented to the appropriation—at least, to 
| the extent of the estimate—because I have uni- 
|| formly been governed by the estimates. I wanted 
| the amount of the estimates for my State. | 
| therefore was desirous that the estimates should 


be acted upon; but they were not adhered to. | 


| will go for the estimate of the gentleman from 
|| Illinois at the proper time; but, as my honorable 
appropriation of $138,000, although it is the esti- | 


| as much money as can be expended now. 


friend from Michigan said, $50,000 appears to be 
lam 


| in favor of the estimates as made, and shall en- 


deavor to press them if I live at the next session, 


| with a view to do the people of the State 1 in part 


represent justice in this important matter. 
This is no new subject to me. I felt keenly 
that we were cut down to $11,000 dollars for 


|| Racine, when the honorable Senator from Mich- 


igan, [Mr. Cass,] the honorable Senator from 
linois, [Mr. Dovetas,] and the honorable Sen- 


/ator from New York, [Mr. Sewarp,} all vouched 
_for the importance of that place; but fearing that 
| my amendment, although based upon the esil- 


mates of Colonel Graham, would defeat the 
measure, I consented to withdraw it, very much 


| against my own feelings and wishes, as is well 
| known by the honorable Senator from New 
| York. 


As I remarked before, I should be exceedingly 


/unwilling to see this amount swelled here to 


|| $138,000, when a very important point in my 


| State has received but $11,000. I never can con- 


| 
/ 
| 


sent to see an injustice done to one portion of the 
country, particularly to the advantage of the same 
coast and on the same lake at other points. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think there is a little 
misapprehension in reference to a matter of fact, 
which I am sorry to see. I understood the Com- 
mittee on Commerce to authorize an amendment 
to be offered to make the bill conform to Colone! 
Graham/’s estimate and report, and I understood 
that from the Senator from Wisconsin—— _ 

Mr. DODGE. Do you speak of the committee, 
or of a part of the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 1 understood it from indi 
vidual members of the committee, for | was 
never present when the committee had a formal 
meeting. 

Mr. DODGE. The Senator was not present, 
and therefore cannot speak for the committee. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Not being a member ol 
the committee myself, I called to see them about 
this bill, and I understood from different members 
of the committee—I recollect distinctly speaking 
to the Senator from Wisconsin, and the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Bensamin]—that they would 
report the amounts recommended by Colonel Gra- 


| against it. To be sure, I shall endeavor to press || ham; and I understood the other day that the 


Some member of the com- || the Wisconsin estimates at the next session of || Senator from Wisconsin moved to amend the 
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frieng “nein bilis to conform to Colonel Graham’s |} Mr. WELLER. I understand it is only ten || James, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, and Wright— 
cons : a e | relve ilee fr PS i} 16. 
Ort of r -emember that amendment having been || or twelve miles from Chicago. eo 4 
( report. | remen S N TRUMRU cf NAYS — Messrs. Biggs, Bright, Grown, Butler, Critten 
Mr. TRUMBULL 


Itis more than that. I 
think the reading of the report in this case would 
satisfy the Senate, but the Senator from Michi- 


V ‘ed to the Raciae bill. {} 
‘ m1, DODGE. That is t 

Mr. DODGE. — That is true. 

in Mr. TRUMBULL. I thought that was the 
lal, ag : f the committee, or, at least, the under- 


den, Fitzpatrick, Johnson, Mallory, Pugh, Reid, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Weller, 
and Yulee—17. 





! action © a ; gar. objects. 1 hold in my hand a report from So the bill was rejected. 
Stati standing of the committee; for I did not know |; Colonel Abert of eighteen or twenty pages, giv- Mr. SLIDELL. I move that the Senate ad- 
nt. | ‘hat there had been any formal meeting on the || ing an account of the business, and the number || joyrn, 
chair. as iect. I supposed the committee intended act- || of vessels that trade at this harbor, and the esti- Mr. SEWARD. I must ask for the yeas and 
| this ing the same way inreference to all these works. mates forthe work. I see it stated here that the im- || nays. 
on of “Mr. DODGE. The supposition of the Sena- || ports of Waukegan, by the lake, are $529,415 94; Mr. WELLER, and others. We can vote it 
. tor and the action of the committee may differ. by railroad, $220,995 32. The exports by lake || down without the yeas and nays. 
Wis. Mr. TRUMBULL. If I have misunderstood || shipments are $491,408. The total value of the Mr. SEWARD. I withdraw the call. 
Spect she venerable Senator from Wisconsin, [ am glad |) exports from Waukegan, in 1855, was $666,488. || The motion was not avreed to 
Case ., be corrected. I presume my colleague can tell the precise dis- , Cea 
main “Mr. DOUGLAS. Being mistaken in regard || tance of Waukegan from Chicago. APPALACHICOLA HARBOR. 
mn of to the approval of the committee, | withdraw my Mr. DOUGLAS. 1 will explain the local po- The bill (S. No. 173) for the improvement of 
auf amendment. : sition of Waukegan. It isan old customer here. || the harbor of Appalachicola, in the State of 
cipal Mr. SEWARD. I wish to say one word, || It is a place about which there was a good deal || Florida, was considered as in Committee of the 
riend which is due to the honorable Senator from Wis- || of controversy when it was ina former bill under |} Whole. It proposes to make an appropriation 
rant consin; and that is, that it was at my instance, || the name of Little Fort. It is about thirty-five or || of $32,000. 
h bill urgent and persevering instance, that he was in- || thirty-six miles north of Chicago, between that The bill was reported to the Senate without 
ittee, duced to withdraw his amendments which were || place and Milwaukee. It is on the bank of |! amendment; ordered to be engrossed for a third 
Swe based on those estimates. I urged him to with- || the lake, one of the most beautiful sites on || reading, and read the third time. 
vote draw them while we were engaged in the Senate || earth, and is on the line of the railroad from Mil- Mr. FESSENDEN called for the yeas and 
te discussing the subject, and he did so, although || waukee to Chicago. It is a town of about seven || nays on the passage of the bill, and they were 
oi his amendments had previously been indorsed || or eight thousand inhabitants. There was an || ordered, and the Secretary proceeded to call the 
000 by the committee. | appropriation for it before, under the admira- || roll. 

“The bill was reported to the Senate without || ble system which we have of river and harbor || Mr. JOHNSON, when his name was called, 
omy amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third || improvements. I went and took a look at the || said: | do not believe this improvement is ap- 
that ' reading, read the third time, and passed. work the last time I was there, and found that || proved by the Senators from Florida, and I can- 
1 ap. Mr. ALLEN. I move that the Senate adjourn. || the Government had bought a pile of timber, || not vote for it under those circumstances. 


Mr. SEWARD. 


I ask for the yeas and nays | which lay rotting on the lake shore. I think my 





on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken, resulted—yeas 12, nays 21; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Clay, 
Crittenden, Dodge, Fitzpatrick, Johnson, Slidell, Thomp- 
son of Kentucky, and Toombs—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bell of Tennessee, Biggs, Cass, Douglas, 
Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, Pugh, Reid, 
Sebastian, Seward, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, Weller, Wil- 
p01), Wright, and Yulee—2l. 

So the Senate refused to adjourn. 


WAUKEGAN HARBOR. 


The bill (S. No. 166) for continuing the im- | 
provement of the harbor of Waukegan, Illinois, | 


which appropriates $35,000, was considered as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have an amendment to 
move to this bill, to which, I presume, there will 
be no objection. The amendment is to make it 
conform to the estimates which | hold in my 
hand, dated on the 12th March, 1856. It is a 
report from the board of topographical engineers, 
which was not received until after the bill was 
introduced. In this report Colonel Albert states 
that $20,000 will bé wanted for the next fiscal 
year, to carry on the work. I move to strike 
out $35,000, and insert $20,000. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN. Now I should like to 
know where this harbor is. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
mine, and, like other suspicious characters, it 
comes in under an alias. It is a town, I think, 
not far from Chicago, that used to be known in 


the House of Representatives as John Went- | 


worth’s town, and we appropriated for it under 
the name of Little Fort. That name got to be 
odious—the improvement was got up as a local 
scheme—and now they have cae it. Before 
it was Little Fort; now it is Waukegan. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to lay the bill on the | 


table. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Withdraw that motion. 


Mr. WELLER. 


I hope the Senator will 


motion, 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I should like to make a 
statement in regard to this matter. 

Mr. STUART. we 
Senator from Illinois that he had better let us 
have some vote taken. We cannot do anything 
by arguing. Let us vote. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I will say but a 
word or two. Waukegan was formerly Little 
Fort, and it is a place of quite a number of thou- 


sand inhabitants, and the report which | hold in | 


my hand gives the amount of its business. 
Mr. WELLER. How far is it from Chicago? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. It is some distance, but I | 


am not able to state the precise number of miles. 


| as to buy new wood. 


It is an old acquaintance of | 


| place was laid before Congress, and is printed. 


If the Senator from [Illinois | 
desires to make any statement, I withdraw the | 





Allow me to suggest to the | 





colleazue ought to have kept in the original 
amount, although it was above the estimates, so 
A harbor ts needed there, 
and a harbor can be made. It is a solid founda- 


| tion, and not a sand bank, and hence you can 


make a harbor. 
Mr. CRITTENDEN 

almost anywhere. 
Mr. DOUGLAS. 


money enough. 


You can muke one 
So you can, if you have 


Waukegan, however, has as 


| high claims as any of the side ports on the whole 


line of the lake, and is at a greater distance from 
the other harbors than many for which we have 
made appropriations. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Iwillread a few extracts 
from this report of the board of topographical 
engineers, as it seems to give some information: 


‘* The present views are limited in reference to this place, 
to the repair of the piers, the keeping them in good order, 
and dredging, for which $8,000 or $10,000 will be required 
during the next fiseal year.”? ° * * * 

‘In relation to Waukegan (formerly called Little Fort) 
there has been appropriated, in 1852, $15,000. 

** By the last statement of Lieutenant Colonel Graham’s 


|| accounts, up to the close of the third quarter of 1855, the 


whole amount appears to have been expended for materials, 
machinery, and in the work of erecting the breakwater pier. 
In fact, this statement rather brings the work in debt—the 


| debt to be liquidated by sales, &e. 


“ By our statement in June last, there was in the Treas- 
ury (unexpended) $2,426 40; which was then drawn out, 
and placed in the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Graham. It 


is supposed, from the accounts referred to, that the balance | 


has been expended. 

‘The pian for the work by the board of engineers at this 
The esti- 
mate of the board is $99,983; from which, deducting the 
$15,000 appropriated in 1852, there will be required to 
complete this work $84,983, as per Executive Documents 
No. 1, first session Thirty-Third Congress. Probably 


$20,000 will be wanted for the next fiscal year, to carry on 


the work.’ 


This report is signed J. J. Abert, colonel corps 
topographical engineers. I will take no more 
time. 


table. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. On that motion I ask for | 


the yeas and nays. 


Mr. WELLER. If the Senator is going to 


| consume time by having the yeas and nays taken, 
I would as soon have them on the passage of the | 


bill, and I therefore withdraw my motion. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis better to take the test 


question on the passage of the bill. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, | 


and the amendment made as in Committee of the 
Whole was concurred in. The bill was ordered 
to be engrossed, and was read the third time. 
Being on its passage, 

Mr. BIGGS called for the yeas and nays, and 
they were ordered; and being taken, resulted— 
yeas 16, nays 17; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Collamer, | 


Douglas, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, 


|| sixty thousand bales of cotton alone. 


Mr. WELLER. I move to lay the bill on the | 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky, when his 

| name was called, said: The Senator from Ar- 

kansas says that the gentlemen from Florida dis- 

approve of it, and therefore I shall vote against 
the bill. 

Mr. SEWARD. One of the Senators from 
Florida [Mr. Matrory] introduced the bill. 

Mr. YULEE. If debate is in order, I will 
explain. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Kentucky. If the Sen- 
ator from Arkansas is correct, | must vote against 
the bill. 

| Mr. WELLER, when his name was called, 
| said: Both the Senators from Floridaare political 
| friends of mine, and as they are opposed to this 
| measure on principle, | vote against it. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I understand from the Sen- 
ators from Florida that they approve of it, though 

| they cannot vote for the bill; | change by vote. 
Mr. YULEE. It is quite as worthy as any 
other bill; but I vote against it on the same prin- 
ciple as all the rest. 
' Mr. PUGH. You do not think it constitu- 
| tional ? 
| Mr. YULEE. Exactly. 
ii Mr. MALLORY. Iask, by unanimous con- 
sent, to say a word. [** No objection.”’] The 
Senator from New York alluded to me, and said 
that I introduced the bill. It may be proper for 
me to remark, that, on the earnest appeal of the 
xecople of Appalachicola, I introduced the bill. 
| lt may be proper also to say, that Appalachicola 
| river is far more deserving of the patronage of 
| the Government, if money is to be appropriated 
| in this way, than many of the objects appropri- 
| ated for. Appalachicola ships one hundred and 
She loads 
seventy square-rigged ships of the northern States, 
|| for Florida has scarcely any shipping of her own 
|| Appalachicola river runs through three States 
—Alabama, Georgia, and Florida, with the 
Flint and Chattahoochie, which may be consid- 
ered together. I will not vote for that, any more 
than vote for all the other measures here. There 
have been many bills presented that I probably 
| would have voted for, if I had had the informa- 
| tion before me which I desired; for, differing from 
| many of my southern friends, 1 have no doubt 
| of the power of this Government to appropriate 
|| money to provide harbors of refuge on the lakes 
| 
' 
j 


Debate is not 





for our ships of war. If we have aright to place 
a navy there, we have a right to take care of It. 
I have voted against al] these measures, not 
because I opposed all, but because I had no in- 
| formation before me; and I have no doubt there 
\| were those I would think proper to vote for. 
|| The result of the vote was announced as fol- 
|} lows: 


YEAS — Mesers. Allen, Bell of Tennessee, Collamer, 
|| Fessenden, Fish, Foot, Foster, Geyer, Harlan, James, John- 
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son, Pugh, Sebastian, Seward, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson, | desk, and took the required oath to support the of the line of the first two roads na 
| bill, and almost the entire line of that 


-~ va aaa. Biggs, Bright, Brown, Butler, Douglas, 
Fitzpatrick, Mallory, Keid, Stuart, ‘Tbompson of Keutucky, 
Weller, and Yulee ~12 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. There is no | 
quorum voting; there being—yeas 18, nays 12. 

Mr. BUTLER. I move that the Senate ad- | 
journ. 

The motion was not agreed to. | 

Mr. BUTLER. If there is no quorum, how 
can you do business? 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senate | 
can send for absent Senators. 

Mr. WELLER. We are involved in this dif- 
ficulty every day about five o’clock, and find it 
impossible to geta quorum here to vote. Ido 
not see how it is possible to dispose of all these 
bills. Lunderstand there are fifteen or tweuty 
undisposed of. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. 
fourteen. 

Mr. WELLER. I should like to make a mo- 
tion, if there were a quorum here; that 1s, here- 
after the Senate meet at eleven o’clock. We have 
gotten through, of late, all the committee business. 
There are very few committees called together, 
and I ask the consent of the Senate to make an 
order now that the Senate hereafter meet at cleven 
o'clock. 

Mr. BUTLER. There is no quorum present. | 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It cannot be 
done without a quorum. 

Mr. WELLER. It requires unanimous con- 
sent. 

Mr. BUTLER. 


consent. 


Twelve or 


There is no quorum to give 


Mr. WELLER. There isa motion I can make, | 


and that I propose making; 
Senate adjourn. 
ry. . . 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


which is, that the 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wenpnespay, August 6, 1856. 
The House met at eleven o’clock, a. m. 


The SPEAKER said that, no quorum being 
present, if there was no objection the Journal of | 
yesterday would be read. 


CALL OF THE HOUSE. 





Mr. LETCHER. 


‘The motion was agreed to. 

The roll was accordingly called, and the follow- 
ing named members failed to answer to their 
names: 

Messrs. Ball, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley S. Ben- 
nett, Bingham, Bocock, Boyce, Branch, Brooks, Burlin- 

ne, Childs, Bayard Clarke, Howell Cobb, Covode, Craige, | 

Julien, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Denver, De Witt, Dickson, 
Dowdeil, Duriee, Edie, Elliott, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, 
Florence, Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Grow, 
Augustus Hall, Kobert B. Hail, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas 
L. Harris, Harrison, Herbert, Howard, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Kunkel, Lindley, Mace, Alexan- 
der K. Marshall, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, | 
Millward, Moore, Orr, Packer, Paine, Pearce, Pelton, Pettit, 

Porter, Powell, Kicaud, Roberts, Rust, Sage, Sandidge, 

Savage, Scott, Seward, Shorter, Samuel A. Smith, William 

R. Smith, Stephens, Stranahan, Talbott, Taylor, Vail, | 
Wakeman, Walker, Warner, Watson, Welch, Wells, | 
Wheeler, and Winslow. 

One hundred and forty members having an- | 
swered to their names, further proceedings under | 
the call were, by unanimous consent, dispensed | 
with; and the Journal of yesterday was then read 
and approved. 


ENROLLED BILL. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on En- | 
rolied Bills, reported that they had examined and 
found truly enrolled a bill of the following title: 


first article of the treaty between the United 
States and her Majesty the Queen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, of the 
15th day of June, 1846; 

When the Speaker signed the same. 


LAWRENCE M. KEITT SWORN IN, 


Mr. ORR, . I rise to a question of privilege. 
Lawrence M. Kerrt, member elect from the 
State of South Carolina to fill a vacancy created 
by his own resignation, is present, and is ready 
to be sworn in. 


Mr. KEITT then advanced to the Speaker’s 


I object, and move that | 


there be a cal! of the House. 


| 
An act to provide for carrying into effect the 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Constitution of the United States. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message, in writing, was received from the | 
President of the United States, by Sipney Wes- 


sTER, his Private Secretary. 
ARSENAL AT MOUNT VERNON. 
Mr. WHITNEY, by unanimous consent, and 


in pursuance of previous notice, introduced a bill 
to provide for the purchase of a site for an arsenal 
at Mount Vernon, in the State of Virginia; 
which was read a first and second time, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I rise to a privileged 
question. I move to reconsider the vote by which, 
on yesterday, the Washington Gas-Light Compa- 
ny bill was passd. 

“The SPEAKER. Upon the Journal of the 
House the order stands as having been reconsid- 


| ered. and therefore the motion is out of order. 


Mr. BENNETT, of New York, obtained the 
floor. 

Mr. COX. Lask the gentleman from New York 
to give way to allow me to ask the consent of the 
House to present a memorial for the purpose of 
reference, and that it may be printed. think 
there can be no objection. It is a memorial of 
the committee appointed by the stockholders of 
the Lexington and Big Sandy railroad, in the State 


'of Kentucky, asking a donation of public lands 


to aid the completion of said road. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I call for the 


' recular order of business. 


The SPEAKER. The memorial can be pre- 
sented under the rules. 

Mr. COX. I understand that I have permis- 
sion to present it in the House. 

The SPEAKER, The regular order of busi- 


|| ness is called for. 


Mr. NORTON. lIask the unanimous consent 


| of the House to report from the Committee on the 
| Post Office and Post Roads a bill to provide for 


the purchase of sites, and the erection of build- 


| ings at Springfield, Illinois; at Columbia, South 
| Carolina; and at Madison, Wisconsin, for post 
| oflices, and for the use of the circuit and district 


courts. 
Objection was made. 


REPORT FROM COMMITTEE. 


Mr. THORINGTON, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, reported a bill making grants of 
lands to the Territories of Nebraska, Minnesota, 
and Kansas in alternate sections, to aid in the 
construction of railroads in said Territories, and 
their connections with other contemplated rail- 
roads; which was read a first and second time, 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 


| state of the Union, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. COBB, of Alabama, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the bill was referred, and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. BENNETT, of New York. I am in- 
structed by the Committee on Public Lands to 
report a bill granting public lands, in alternate 
sections, to the State of Mississippi, to aid in the 
construction of railroads in that State. I desire 
to say to the House, that Mississippi is the only 
land State to which a grant of land has not been 
made for railroad purposes. ‘This bill is in the 
same form as other bills which have been passed 
this session for similar purposes, and it takes a 
less amount of land than any of those bills. 

The bill was read a first and second time. 
_Mr. BENNETT. 1 move the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. McMULLIN. _I would like to inquire of 
the gentleman from New York what amount of 
land is included in this bill? 

Mr. BENNETT. Less than two millions of 
sce rre than has been given to any other 

tate. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Mr. Speaker, in reply to 
the inquiry of the gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. 
McMu uy, ] I will state that, although the bill 
contains similar provisions to those which have 
already passed this House, yet in its practical 
operation it will give a less quantity of land to 
the railroads embraced therein. I will add, for 
the information of the House, that a large extent 
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to New Orleans, runs througha sandy nine oti 
country, the greater portion of which is chien. 
valuable for the pine timber which grows y,,. 
it. Much of it, consequently, will be of no ae 
without those facilities to convey that timber t. 
market. This land has been for man years to 
market, without finding purchasers, From io 
knowledge of this section of country, I have not 


a doubt that the grant of the aid contemplated | 

this bill will actually benefit the United Stat, 

pecuniarily, by causing a demand for the lands 

remaining in the United States, for the timber 

thereon, and for healthy summer retreats hin 
_the cities of New Orleans and Mobile, 


I move to lay the bill upon 


Mr. CUMBACK. 
the table. 

Mr. MORGAN. Upon that motion I demanj 
the yeas and nays. ; 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I wish to make 
motion, which I think is in order. I move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House pp. 


| Solve itself into the Committee of the Whole oy 
| the state of the Union. 


Mr. LETCHER called for the yeas and nays, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. ; 
Mr. CAMPBELL. I hope the gentleman from 


| Virginia will withdraw the call for the yeas and 
Bene caw : ; Boece 
| disposed of in less time than it will take to calj 
| the 


I understand that this business can be 


eas and nays. 

Mr. LETCHER. I have no doubt that any 
land bill can be disposed of in less time than we 
can do anything else. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 60, nays 109; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barbour, Bliss, 


Bocock, Bradshaw, Branch, Burnett, Cadwalader, James 


H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Clawson, Colfax, Craw- 


| ford, Cumback, Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Emrie, Faulkner, 
| Flagler, Giddings, Goode, Grow, Harlan, Hickman, Hollo- 


way, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Knapp, 


Letcher, Lumpkin, Meacham, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, 


| Mott, Murray, Nichols, Perry, Purviance, Ready, Roberts, 


Ruffin, Sapp, Savage, William Smith, Spinner, Stanton, 
Swope, Tappan, Thurston, Tyson, Wade, Warner, Israel 
Washburn, Winslow, and John V. Wright—60. 
NAYS—Messrs. Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. 
Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bowie, Brenton, 


| Broom, Buffinton, John P. Campbell, Caruthers, Chaffee, 
| Ezra Clark, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Comins, 
| Cox, Damrell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy 


Davis, Dean, Denver, Dowdell, Dunn, Edwards, Elliot, 
English, Etheridge, Evans, Greenwood, J. Morrison Harris, 


| Thomas L. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hofliman, 


Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hugh- 


| ston, Keitt, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knight, Knowi- 


ton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Humphrey Mar- 
shall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCarty, McMullin, Killian 
Miller, Smith Miller, Millward, Norton, Andrew Oliver, 


| Orr, Parker, Peck, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, 
| Pringle, Puryear, Quitman, Reade, Richardson, Ritchie, 
| Rivers, Robison, Sabin, Sandidge, Seward, Sherman, 
| Shorter, Simmens, William R. Smith, Sneed, Stewan, 
| Stranahan, Taylor, Thorington, Todd, Trafton, Trippe, 


Underwood, \ alk, Wakeman, Walbridge, Walker, Ellibu 
B. Washburne, Watkins, Weich, Williams, Wood, Woot- 
ruff, Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicotfer—109. 


So the motion was disagreed to. 

The question recurred on Mr. Cumpack’s mo- 
aa to lay the Mississippi railroad bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CUMBACK. As I have no doubt that 
we shall have the yeas and nays on the passage 
of a bill, [ withdraw the motion to lay on the 
table. 

Mr. MORGAN. I renew it. 

The question was taken; and the House re- 
fused to lay the bill on the table. 

The question recurred on ordering the bill to 
be engrossed and read a third time. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question pe 

Mr. JONES. Has the bill ever been printed? 

The SPEAKER. It has not been printed. 

Mr. JONES. Has it ever been read in the 
House? 

The SPEAKER. It will be read at the request 
of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time; and being engrossed, it was 
read the third time. 

Mr. BENNETT, of New York, moved the 
previous question on the passage of the bill. , 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN called for the yeas and nays 09 
the passage of the bill. 
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~The yeas and nays were ordered. , ; 

The question was taken; and it was decided in | 
the affirmative—yeas 93, nays 59; as follows: | 
he < P j 


:43—Messrs. Barbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry | 
Bet nett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bowie, 
i i.haw, Brenton, Broom, Buffinton, Lewis B. Campbell, 
ters, Chatlee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Clingman, Wil- 
-on R. W. Cobb, Comins, Covode, Damrell, Davidson, 
Winter Davis, Dean, Denver, Dodd, Dowdell, Ed- 
\.. Eustis, Evans, Granger, Greenwood, J. Morrison 
H ae Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Thomas R. Horton, 
ughston, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King, Knapp, Knight, 
k switon, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Matteson, | 
McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, Orr, Parker, Peck, Pel- | 
ton, Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Quitman, 
| 
| 


yi 


Car 
jal 


Henry 


hi hardson, Rivers, Robbins, Robison, Sandidge, Seward, | 
<yorter, William R. Smith, Sneed, Suranahan, Swope, Tap- | 
man, Taylor, Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Valk, | 
Wake man, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. W ashburne, Ellibu 
p. Washburne, Welch, Williams, Woodruff, Woodworth, 
aud Daniel B. Wright—93. } 
NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Bliss, Bocock, Boyce, 
Burt 
cul 


“tt, Cadwalader, Janes H. Campbell, Carlile, Colfax, 
yack, Elliott, Emrie, English, Etheridge, Faulkner, 
Flagler. Florence, Galloway, Goode, Harlan, Haven, Hick- 
man, Holloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, George W. | 
Jones, J. Glaney sones, Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alex- 
ander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Meacham, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Murray, Andrew Oliver, 
Perry, Purviance, Ready, Roberts, Rutin, Sabin, Sapp, 
Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Trafton, Trippe, Wade, War- 
ner, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Winslow, Wood, and 
John V. Wright—9o9. 
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s : bill was passed. || that court, by the insertion of immaterial matter, 


Mr. WALKER declined voting, because he || 


owned part of the lands through which the rail- 
road from Mobile to New Orleans would run, and 
was therefore personally interested. 

Mr. FOSTER stated he had paired off with 
Mr. STEPHENS. 

Mr. BENNETT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed, and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider on the table; 
which latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. BENNETT moved to amend the title of 


the bill by adding the words, *‘ and for other pur- || 


yoses. 
Mr. LETCHER. 
amendment in order? 

The SPEAKER. It is in order. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I propose to make 
the title of the bill, ** A bill for constructing works 
of internal improvements by the means of the 
Federal Government of the United States.”’ 

Mr. HAVEN. My friend from Virginia 
ought to add, ** as sanctioned by the President of 
the United States.’’ 

Mr. LETCHER. The gentleman may add 
that to the amendment if he choose. 

The amendment to the amendment was not 
agreed to. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


Is an amendment to the 


A message was received from the Senate, by || 


Mr. Dickins, its Secretary, notifying the House 
that the Senate had passed bills of the following 
tutles; in which it had directed him to ask the 
concurrence of the House: 
An act (S. No. 132) to provide for the improve- 
ment of the navigation of the Ohio river; 
An act (S. No. 134) to continue the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Vermilion, Ohio; | 
An act (S. No. 153) to continue the improve- 
ment of the harbor of Michigan City; and 
An act (S. No. 165) for continuing the im- 
provement of the harbor of Chicago, Illinois. 


ENROLLED BILLS. 


Mr. DAVIDSON, from the Committee on 
Enrolled Bills, reported as truly enrolled bills of 
the following titles; when the Speaker signed the 
Same: 
_ An act (S. No. 311) to provide for the public | 
instruction of youth in primary schools through- 
out the county of Washington, in the District of 
Columbia, without the limits of the cities of 
Washington and Georgetown; and 

An act for the relief of the Columbian Harmony 
Society, in the city of Washington. 
LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE; AND JUDICIAL 

APPROPRIATION BILL. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I move that the | 

rules be suspended, and that the House resolve 


itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 


The motion was agreed to. 
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The House accordingly resolved itself into the || 


Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
Union, (Mr. Haven in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill (H.R. No. 202) mak- 


| ing appropriations for the legislative, executive, 


and judicial expenses of the Government for the 
year ending the 30th of June, 1857. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, under instructions | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, offered 
the following amendment, to come in at the end 
of the eight hundred and sixth line: 


For legal assistants, and other necessary expenses in the 
disposal of private land claims in California, $12,000. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. ORR moved to amend, by striking out all 
after the word ** dollars,’’ where it first occurs in 
the following clause: 

For salary of the reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme 
Court, $1,300, if only one volume of the reports be pub- 
lished, as heretofore ; and in case the Supreme Court shail 
direct him te publish two volumes, then the sum of $1,300 
for each volume so published. 


Mr. ORR said: I do not think it is good policy 


| for this House to make the compensation of the 
| reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme Court 
| depend upon the number of volumes he may 


issue. The temptation to swell the reports of 


is too strong. If the salary of $1,300 is too 
small, it should be fixed at a proper rate, and not 


| he issues. 


expressed by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
| (Mr. Orr,] but it occurs to me that $1,300 is per- 
haps too small a compensation for that reporter. 


| I think the salary had better be increased to 


$1,500, or even to $2,000; and let it be understood 
that itis to be the same, whether he makes one 
volume or half a dozen. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Itis, as the gentleman from 
Kentucky says, a matter of importance that these 
reports should be as much condensed as pos- 
sible; putting in nothing that is not absolutely 
essential to the elucidation of the point decided 
in the case. But, sir, one volume will include 
everything that should be reported. If extra- 





| Supreme Court will swell to an extent that will 
make it impossible for beginners in the practice 
| of the law to purchase these decisions. I think 


tofore make up his compensation from his copy- 
right and from private sales of the books. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understand the ruling 
| of the Chair to be, that if the motion of the gen- 

tleman from South Carolina to strike out prevail, 
| we cannot go back to insert anything in place of 
that stricken out. 
| that the salary of $1,300 is not sufficient, then I 
am willing to increase that salary to $2,000, and 


not have it depend on the number of volumes | 


| 

| 

| issued. 

| Mr. HOUSTON. I think it would be better 
| to adopt the amendment of the gentleman from 
| South Carolina, and allow the salary of this 
reporter to remain at $1,300. 
his compensation out of the sale of his report. 

|__ Mr. 'TRIPPE. 
Who has the copyright of the report? 

Mr. MARSHALL. The reporter, of course. 
| Mr. TRIPPE. Then $1,300 is enough for his 
| salary. 
| Mr. MARSHALL. 
| compensation $1,800. 
him $1,300 for the first volume, and $1,300 in 
addition for each additional volume. Iam op- 
posed to offering a premium for the largest amount 
of book-making. I am opposed to holding out 


I propose to make his 





preme Court. 

Mr. ORR. Do I understand the Chair to rule 
that, if the motion I have made should be adopted, 
it would be in order still further to amend that 
paragraph? f 

The CHAIRMAN. The motion to strike out 
and insert is the proper motion; but the Chair 
understands that, if the motion to strike out is 


| carried, it is competent to insert matter in lieu of | 


} that stricken out. 


|| Mr. ORR. [am perfectly willing to acquiesce 
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|| Mr. H. MARSHALL. 


made to depend on the number of volumes which 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I concur in the opinion 


neous matter is included, the decisions of the | 


it would be better to allow the salary of this | 
reporter to rémain at $1,300, and let him as here- 


If the sense of the House is | 


He will make up | 


I desire to ask one question. | 


I am opposed to allowing | 


inducements for putting immaterial and irrelevant | 
matter in the reports of the decisions of the Su- | 


—— 


in the suggestion of the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, but I think it would be better for the 
House to act upon my motion to strike out. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. [demand tellers upon 
the motion. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. H. Mar- 
sHact and Lerrer were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers reported 
—ayes sixty-eight, noes not counted, 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
1 move that the salary 
| of the reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme 

Court be $1,800 instead of $1,300. 

Mr. LETCHER. I raise the point of order 
that the amendment is not in order. It provides 
for an increase of salary. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds the point 
to be well taken, and rules the amendment out of 
order. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
lowing: 


For compensation of the members of the board of revisors 
appointed in pursuance of the provisions of the act of Con 


I mowe to insert the fol- 


gress approved March 3, 1855, (see sessions, acts 1854 and 
| 1855, page 642,) entitled ** An act to improve the laws of 
the District of Columbia, and to codify the same,’’ 812,000: 


Provided, That the compensation to be paid to each mem 
ber of said board, and the time or times of payment thereby, 
shall be determined by the President of the United States: 
Ind provided further, That so much of said act of Congress 
| as is expressed in the words following, to wit: *“* And the 
| persons who may compose said board, or such of them as 
| inay act on the same, shall be paid out of the Treasury of 
the United States a reasonable compensation for their ser 
vices, according to the time employed by them respectively 
upon the same,’’ be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 


Under the act of 1855, approved 3d of March, 
1855, it was provided that the President should, 
in the first place, appoint two persons, learned in 
the law, to revise, simplify, digest, and codify the 

| laws of this District. And the law went on to 
say that each should be paid for his services out 
|| of the Treasury of the ®nited States at the rate 
of $3,000 a year. The law further goes on: 

** And the Board of Aldermen and Common Council of 
the city of Washington may, together, elect five competent 
persons ; and the Board of Aldermen and Common Counct! 
of Georgetown may elect two competent persons ; and the 
levy court of the county of Washington may elect one 
competent person—which persons, together, shall compose 
| a board to consider, at convenient seasons, the provisions 
of said code as it may be prepared; and any three of said 
persons shall constitute a quorum of said board; and the 
said code, or such provisions thereof as may be approved 
by a majority of said board, shall be adopted, and become 
the law of the said District, as hereinatter provided. And it 
| shall be the duty of the said persons who may be appointed 
to codify the said laws to attend; and also the said Attor 
ney General may attend the meetings of said board, to 
|| explain the several provisions of the said code. And when 
| the said code, and the provisions thereof, shall have been 
adopted by the said board, or by a majority thereof, they 
shall certify the same to the President of the United State 
who shall thereupon cause it to be published in a neat and 
convenient form, and to be substantially bound.” 


There is no provision for the payment of these 
parties. None has been made heretofore, although 
\| this duty is imposed on them by this law. They 
have been in the discharge of that duty since the 
law went into effect. They have received no 
|} compensation. This amendment proposes that 
| the President of the United States shall settle 
|| what that compensation shall be, and makes an 
appropriation for that purpose. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I would imquire of the 
|| gentleman from Virginia, who is amember of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, whether he has 
any information of the probable time of the com- 
| pletion of this work ? 

Mr. LETCHER. I donot know. They are, 
and have been, at work on itforsome time. I do 
|| not know when it will be completed, nor could 
the Attorney General inform me. 

Mr. SIMMONS. When was the board ap- 
pointed ? 
| Mr. LETCHER. The act was passed in 

March, 1855. Some time after the passage of the 
act these appointments were made. 

Mr. MARSHALL. They were appointed to 
simplify and codify the laws relating to the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. If my recoilection serves me, 
the first part of this code has been published. ‘The 
codifiers are preparing it on the plan of Black- 
| stone’s Commentaries. There are to be divisions 
| on private wrongs, and on public wrongs, &c., 
|as in the work of which it 1s an imitation. 

I would suggest to the committee that it 1s very 
desirable that this work should be concluded; and 
I propose, instead of $12,000, that the appropri- 
ation be reduced to $6,000; and that, in lieu of 











| 








me 


the amendment, there be added 
proviso: 

Provided, That this 86,000 be paya 
compieted during the current year. 

Mr. LETCHER. What does the gentleman 
propose ? 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
tleman’s amendment. 


Mr. LETCHER. 





ble if the code be 


I would like to know how 


A substitute for the gen- | 


| now proposed, 


the gentleman expects these parties are to be paid | 


for the services already rendered ? 
The question was taken on Mr. Letcuer’s 
amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. 


following words: 


{ move to add the 


Provided, The code shall be completed during the current 
fiscal year. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
of order on the amendment. 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
of order is well taken. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair holds that the 
amendment is not in order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. 
amendment to the law it should come from the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and be acted on in 
a separate bill. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Iappeal from the decision 
of the Chair. 

The question being put, ‘* Shall the decision 

+ of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee,’’ it was decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. SIMMONS. I move to amend the appro- 
priation by striking out the word ‘* thousand”’ 
and inserting ** hundred.’’ 1 recollect that a dis- 
tinguished judge of England, Lord Mansfield, 
said that there never was a statute passed by Par- 
liament through whic 
coach and four horses. 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of order 
upon thatamendment. ‘The compensation is fixed 


by the law of 1855, and itis notin order to change | 


that compensation. 

Mr. SIMMONS. 
the appropriation? I wish to say that we ought 
not to appropriate anything which will result in 
no benefit to the District. The law creating the 
board does not fix the appropriation for future 
Congresses. 


you could not drive a 


Is it not in order to change | 


I make a point | 


I do not think the point | 


If there be any such | 


| British statutes are the laws of this District in || 
consequence of their adoption by the Legislature || © ! "e Of 
= | titled ** An act to improve the laws of the District of Cojyy, 

| bia, and to codify the same,” the sum of $12,000; to be 





ets from the remarks he submits to this 


this occasion, without that deliberation and con- 
sideration which would have protected him from 


| the errors into which he has fallen, he has ven- 


tured to offer the amendment which he has just | 
My friend says that the idea of 

codifying the laws of the District is simply ab- 

surd. I say nothing upon that subject. If it be | 
so, the blame of this absurdity must rest upon 

him, as one of the members of the last Congress | 
which ordered this work to be done, and notupon | 
two gentlemen, members of the bar, who were | 
selected by the President to execute the order of 
Congress. However improper, however absurd 
the undertaking may have been, it was not for 


| 
effect the deliberate order of both Houses of | 
Congress. | 
The gentleman from New York must be aware | 
that the laws of this District are very peculiar. | 
He supposes it is only necessary to codify the | 
statutes of the United States, but I suggest to | 
gentleman from New York that many of the the 


of Maryland. Many of the laws passed by the 
British Parliament have been incorporated in the | 
codes of Maryland, and were reported upon by | 
a learned chancellor of Maryland many years | 
ago, who was charged with reporting how many | 
ot the old British statutes were then in existence | 
in that State; and these laws have passed into | 
the District. It is absolutely necessary that the | 


| people of the District should understand the laws | 
| under which they live and by which they are 


Send ane 


The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks that || 


the point of order is not well taken. 

he. LETCHER. My point is, that the law 
having prescribed the sajary, and the services hav- 
ing been rendered under the law prescribing that 


sulary, it is not in order to reduce it in the Com- || 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. SIMMONS. Did the law provide that we 


should pay $6,000 at this time ? If so, what do you 


want this law for? 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair adheresto his 
decision, though he has some doubts about it. 

Mr. PHELPS. The commissioners appointed 
on the partof the United States are to receive a 
salary of $3,000 per annum. There is no provision 
made to pay the other commissioners appointed to 
codify the laws by the corporations of Wonhine- 
ton and Georgetown, aan 
of the District of Columbia. 

The CHAIRMAN, 

oint of order. 

Mr. SIMMONS, It seems to me, that six 
months’ time, with two good attorneys who will 
be willing to apply themselves to the work, will 
be sufficient to codify the laws. It is absurd to 
think of codifying the common law of the Dis- 
trict. The provisions of the common law are 
changing every year, to adapt them to the com- 
mon sense and justice of all men, and it can- 
not be codified and thus made inflexible. There 
is a difference between revision and codification, 
and all that it is necessary for these gentlemen to 
do is to sit down and do their work of revision 
in six months. The revision of the statutes, 
old and modern, is proper, but need not occupy 


more than six months; certainly not longer than || 


was taken by Chancellor Kent and another to 
revise the statutes of the State of New York. 
Nothing but the statutes should ever be thought 
of being codified. The common law would be 
spoiled by codifying it. 

Mr. MILLSON. I 


ay no unmeaning com- 


The Chair overrules the | 


| stand him correctly to s 
|| land had already reporte 


governed, 


Mr. SIMMONS. Do [ understand the gentle- } 


man to say that these codifiers have nothing at 
all to do with the common law ? 

Mr. MILLSON. Certainly not. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Nothing more than the 
statutes! Then does the gentleman think that it 
would take six months for a couple of laborious | 
lawyers to codify the statutes of any State ? i 


Mr. MILLSON. That has nothing to do with || 


the gentleman’s amendment. The gentleman | 
proposeseto reduce the compensation of $6,000 | 
provided by law to $600. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. I desire to ask the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia a question. Do I under- 
that a judge of Mary- 
the laws of the British 


| Parliament that were m force in Maryland and | 


| This duty was executed in part. 


| the laws of Maryland, of the statutes of England | 


_of Congress, and of many other laws which I 
| have not time, and perhaps, not the information, 
by the county court || 


| 


1] 


| duty in good faith, what right or reason is there 
'to suppose that they are not discharging their 


consequently in force here? 
Mr. MILLSON. I have said that a learned | 
chancellor in Maryland, whose name I have for- 


| gotten, was many years ago appointed by the | 


Legislature of Maryland to make this report. 
But | mention 
it merely for the purpose of showing that there 
are many sources of law in this District besides | 
the statutes of Congress. These laws consist of | 


adopted by the Legislature of Maryland, of acts 


particularly to detail tothe House. When these 
gentlemen have entered on the execution of their 


duty as they should discharge it? 

[Here the hammer fell.] 

Mr. MILLSON. Witha view of making one 
or two additional remarks upon this subject, I 
move to amend the amendment by striking out 
** $600,” and inserting ‘*$6,500.”’ 1 hardly sup- 
pose that my friend from New York is serious 
in proposing this amendment, or that any gentle- 
man could be serious in proposing to deprive 
these gentlemen of the salary provided for them 
by law, and which, up to this time, they have 
earned. I do not know that there is any just | 
reasun for questioning their integrity or good 
faith in executing the work intrusted to them 
with all possible despatch. If they do not, then 
they are liable to be removed by the President of | 
the United States. And certainly this House | 
would not, without information, without just | 
grounds, sanction a course which, I take leave to 
say, might produce an effect which I know the 
gentleman from New York would himself oF 3 


plunent to my friend from New York, when I |{ much regret. It might tend to impair the pro- 
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the following || say that I rarely fail to derive profit, as well as '| fessional reputation of these g 
/sure he does not mean to 
louse; and I regret very much indeed that, on || 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


them to determine that they would not carry into 





| 





' amendment offered by the gentleman from Vj. 
| ginia, which has been voted down. 


| sort of discretion in the President. 
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gust 6 
’ 
Sao and | an 
0 anything of +4... 
sort. Why, then, should this rehectine - that 
on them? Why should innuendoes be th». 
out?) Why should the suspicion he Sure, 
that these gentlemen are not performing thw 
with that diligence which becomes them? 
gentlemen to remember that professional reputa 
tion is a delicate plant, which requires tea... 
handling; and although the gentleman, | ,.. 
sure, did not design it, yet these inn 
might have the effect of producing much mors 
extensive injury to these honorable gentlemp, 
who are. employed in executing this work ¢,; 
Congress, than would even the withholdins of 
the salary secured to them by the act of (yp. 
gress, and by their appointment by the Prog). 
ent. 
I withdraw the amendment to the amendmey; 
The question was taken on Mr. Simmoys', 
amendment; and it was not agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. I offer the following amenj. 
ment to come in after the word ** dollars:” 


And for the payment of the commissioners appointed by 
the Board of Aldermen and Common Council of the ejri¢, 
of Washington and Georgetown, and by the levy eoy, 
of the county of Washington, in pursuance of the act . 


Cast 
OWn 
Ste 
Work 
I ask 


’ ] am 
uendoes 


ap 


her 


propriated among the said commissioners in such mag 
as the President may direct. 


Mr. H. MARSHALL. I make the point of 


order that that amendment is the same as thy 


Mr. PHELPS. No, sir; it differs from it, | 
heard the amendment of the gentleman from Vj. 
giniaread. This one, which I have just draughted 
at my desk, appropriates the same amount of 
money, but is a different amendment, 

Mr. HOUSTON. In relation to this amend. 
ment, I understand that the President has a right 
to determine the matter himself. I think the gep. 
tleman had better modify it so as to leave that 


Mr. PHELPS. I accept the modification sug. 
gested by the gentleman from Alabama. : 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is rather in. 
clined to think that the point of order of the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky is not well taken. The 
amendment, although 1n substance the same as 
that of the gentleman from Virginia, differs in 
form, and it may be that the House rejected the 
other on account of its form. 

Mr. PHELPS. Insert in my amendment the 
word ‘‘or so much thereof as may be necessary,” 
so thatit will not be compulsory on the President 
to pay this $12,000. 1 desire to make an expla- 
nation, if necessary, to the amendment which | 
have proposed. I believe it is right to make an 
appropriation for the payment of these commis- 
sioners. The act of Congress to which I have 
alluded provides for the appointment, by the Presi- 
dent of the United States, of ‘*two persons, learned 
and skilled in the law, whose Quty it shall be to 
codify the laws of this District.’’ It then provides 
that the Board of Aldermen and Common Coun- 
cil of the city shall appoint five commissioners; 
that the Board of Aldermen and Common Coun- 
cil of the city of Georgetown shall appoint two 
commissioners, and that the levy court of the 
city of Washington shall appoint one commis- 
sioner, who shall advise and consult with these 
gentlemen, learned in the law, in respect to the 
codification of these laws. The act furthermore 
provides how many of these commissioners shall 
constitute a board, for the purpose of agreeing 00 
these laws; and it then provides that the persons 
who may compose said board, or such of them 
as may act on the same, shall be paid out of the 
Treasury of the United States, a reasonable com- 
pensation for their services, according to the ume 
employed by them respectively on the same. 

ow the salary ofthe two commissioners learned 

in the law, is specified in the bill as $3,000 each; 
but there is no provision made by law for the 
compensation of those persons appointed by the 
municipal authorities of the two cities, and of the 
county of Washington. These gentlemen, as ! 
am informed, have been engaged for more thana 
year past in the performance of the services re- 
uired of them by this act. It is, therefore, for 

e purpose of compensating them for the timé 
they have been employed, and also for a reason- 
able compensation to be made to them for the time 
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1856. 


y be hereafter employed, that I offer this |; the United States had nothing upon the face of 


= God’s earth to do with th appointment of these 
peopie, 
A Memser. Nobody said he had. 
Mr. LETCHER. Did not the gentleman inquire 
who were the men the President had appointed? 
| The President appointed the codifiers, but so far 
ic of time which they have been respect- || as they are concerned, we have already made 
employed. J am not in possession of the || provision for paying the President’s appointees. 
Daal || This amendment is intended to do justice to the 
ir, LETCHER. As I understand it, these || board appointed by the city of Washington, the 


MMe. H. MARSHALL. How many commis- 
vers hat n employed, and for what time : 
PHELPS. The provision is that eight 
mployed. Iam not prepared to tell the 
leman how many have been employed, or the 


intees of the city of Washington, of the city @cily of Ge orgetown, and the lev y court of Wash- 
sreetown, and of the Washington levy court, || i 
attended pretty constantly to the manage- 
tof this But, at the same time, 
has not always been a full board in attend- 
and itis proposed that they shall only be 
-ed compensation for such time as they have 
a tually employed. 


a H. MARSHALL. I do not know who 


ington. The state of the case IS just exactly 
this: these men have been appointed. They have 
been engaged in the discharge of their duties 
under this appointment. You have promised 
that they shall receive a reasonable compensation, 
and the question is, whether you will perform that 
obligation? 

Mr. MARSHALL. Ihave said nothing about 
shage men are. I do not know one of them. I || the appointment of these men. I do not know 

not know who the codifiers are, but [ am |} the men. I do not know by whom they were 

sed to the principle soucht to be established appointed, nor do I care. 

. amendment of the gentleman from Vir- Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. 
_ As I understand the law, those persons || of order. 
titute a board of review, before whom the 
codifiers are to lay their work. They are to look 
r it, and either approve or disapprove it. 


i 


( “Georg 


business. 


I rise to a point 
I should like to know what this dis- 
cussion has to do with increasing the appropria- 
tion $500. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Iam not discussing the 
question of these appointments. 1am objecting 
to the proposition of the gentleman from Vir- 


t 


That 1 understand is the system under which 


you started out. You are now requested to make 


an appropriation of $12,000, to pay those eight || ginia, that the President shall pay these men in 
men, How? Not atany stipulated rate of wages || such sums as he shall see proper. 
—pot at any regular fixed salary—but you are Mr. LETCHER. Just at that point let me 


vce this $12,000 in the hands of the Presi- 
dent, to pay out in such sums as he in his disere- 
:may think they deserve. Well, sir, 1 have 
very high confidence in the President, but I think 
it is hardly wise to place this appropriation of 
¢]2,000 in the hands of the President, which he 
to pay out to those men in such sums as he 
y think proper, for such time as they may see 
fit to occupy in the discharge of this duty. ,; 
Now, sir, | have this to say to the committee: 
I perceive, by the law, that the parties that are 


say that, if the gentleman does not want the 
President to fix the salaries of these men, let 
somebody else fix them. Do not deprive these 
men of their salaries on that account. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Iam not indisposed to 
pay them. ‘The law says they shall be paid a fair 
compensation; I accede to the proposition. <A 
fair compensation for what? For the time they 
have served. How much time have they serve d, 
and what is a fair compensation for it? Let 
them present their claim for compensation, and 
emploved in this service have gone into it under || let it be settled as any other claim is settled. I 

‘promise that they shall be paid. [am not at object only to imposing on the President the 
alj indisposed to make the appropriation fortheir || duty of attending to the matter of fixing th 
compensation, whenever they shall submit their |} compensation of these men. 
accounts to the — tribunal. Let them pre- |; Mr. PHELPS. Does the gentleman from 

Kentucky desire to delay the payment of the 


sent their accounts here, and let them go to the 
Committee of Claims, and let them be paid like || amounts of money that may be due these par- 


ny other accounts that have not been provided ties ? 
for; and let the Committee of Claims reporta bill Mr. MARSHALL. No, sir. 
appropriating a specific sum. Let these men Mr. PHELPS. If, then, the form of my 


bring in their accounts, specifying how much || amendment does not meet with the gentleman‘s 
service they have rendered, and what they charge || approval, let him suggest a modification of it. If 
for the time they have been employed. ‘That ts || he does not think the sum of money thus limited 
the course which should be pursued, and not || the proper one, let him suggest another sum. I 
make it the duty of the President to apply to || am not wedded tomy amendment; my sole object 
these men, and chaffer with them about their time || is to pay these men for their services. 
and about their services. (| Mr. MARSHALL. Let these men bring for- 
Mr. LETCHER. I propose to amend the || ward their claim as others do, and then we can 
amendment by increasing the appropriation to || appropriate the amount due them. 
$12,500. Mr. Chairman, this is a most remark- || Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw mv amend- 
able case, it seems to me, and the gentleman from || ment so as to give a chance, under the gentleman’s 
Kentucky argues it in a most remarkable way. || suggestion, to send this claim, as he calls it, up 
Here is a plain law upon your statute-book, || to the Court of Claims. 
passed by the Congress of the United States, || The question was taken on Mr. Pue.ps’s 
prescribing the mode in which this work should || amendment; and it was disagreed to. 


“he Mr. Ht. MARSHALL. 


lone, and the number of persons who should ee 
be employed, declaring, at the same time, that een ee 
they shall receive a reasonable compensation for || 2™€hem an 

thelr services, at a rate to be hereafter fixed. 
Now, what does the gentleman from Kentucky 
wanttodo? He says he knows nothing as to 
the construction of this board. Well, sir, | know 
nothing of the persons who constitute this board. 
[do not know who they are, with the exception 
{two ofthem. But I know this, that they were 
constituted by a party that is opposed to me— 
‘hat is opposed to the party to which I belong, 
and opposed to the President. 


Provided, That the sum hereby appropriated shall be 
| accepted as full compensation for the services of said 
codifiers in completing said code. 


Mr. LETCHER. 
the law. 

Mr. MILLSON. [rise to a question of order. 
The amendment is a limitation of an exisiing 
law, and, as it changes eXisting law, | hold that 
it is not in order. 
| The CHAIRMAN. The Chair overrules the 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I rise to a ques- || point of order for the reason assigned a few mo- 
tion of order. I cannot see the pertinency ofthe || ments ago: it does not appear whether this appro- 
gentleman’s remarks to the amendment which is || priation is intended in full for a year’s salary, or 
‘0 Increase the appropriation $900. || any less time. 

lhe CHAIRMAN. The Chair is inclined to Mtr. MARSHALL. Ido not propose, by the 
Sustain the point of order. amendment, to alter the appropriation to the codi- 

Mr. LETCHER. 1 merely desire to advertto | fiers. We are making appropriations for the 
the appointment of this board, and it seems to | legislative, judicial, and executive expenses of 
me that it is pertinent to the amendment. the Government for the year ending the 30th of 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Vir- | June, 1857, and I propose to attach to it the pro- 
ginia will proceed in order. viso, that the appropriation, in this instance, shall 

Mr. LETCHER. Now, eir, the President of || be in full for the services of these parties; mean- 


That, in fact, is a repeal of 
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ing, thereby, that this code must be completed 
before the Ist of July, 1857. 

Mr. LETCHER. Suppose the code is not fin- 
ished by that time? 

Mr. MARSHALL. 
fastened on us forever. 

Mr. LETCHER. What is the gentleman going 
to do if the code is not finished in the time speci- 
fied? Besides, the amendment does not apply to 
the case which the gentleman has been dchudiene. 
It applies altogether to another class—to the 
President’s appointees. 

The question was put; and on a division there 
were—ayes 44, noes 24. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Cumpack 
and Evans were appointed. 

The question was taken; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes ninety-three, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


I do not want this board 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire to offer an amendment 
to the provision for the Court of Claims. I call 
the attention of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Giopines,] the chairman of the Committee of 
Claims, to the subject. By an act recently passed, 
if | am not mistaken, there was an assistant soli- 
citor provided for the Court of Claims. I do not 
recollect what was the salary fixed, but I desire 
to amend so that this appropriation will embrace 
that salary. Say that the appropriation be in- 
creased $3,000. There will only be paid what is 
necessary for the payment of the salary of the 
assistant solicitor. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. The increased expenditure 
provided for by the bill, to which the gentleman 
refers, is $5,500. 

Mr. PHELPS. Then, sir, I move to amend 
the clause under consideration by inserting the 
words, ‘* assistant solicitor;’’ change **clerk’’ to 
**clerks,’’ and increase thg appropriation $5,500; 
so as to make it read: 

For salaries of three judges of the Court of Claims, the 
solicitor, assistant solicitor, clerk, and assistant clerks, and 
messenger thereolt, $25,300. 


The amendment was arreed to. 


Mr. GREENWOOD. I move to strike out 
the clause under consideration, and insert in lieu 
thereof the following: 

That the act to establish a court for the investigation 
of claims against the United States, approved February 21, 
1855, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, I raise the ques- 
tion that the amendment is not in order, as it 

roposes to repeal the law. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair sustains the 
point of order. 

Mr. GREENWOOD. I hope the gentleman 
will not insist upon his point. 

| Mr. CAMPBELL. I must insist upon it, 

| Mr. GREENWOOD. Well, I desire to mani- 
fest my opposition to that court upon every suit- 
able occasion. 

The following clause being under considera- 
tion: 


For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 
| district courts of the United States, including the District 
} of Cohumbia; also for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the 

funds arising from fines, penalties, and forfeitures incurred 


|| in the fiscal year ending Jane 30, 1857, and previous years ; 


and likewise for detraying the expenses of suits in which 
the United States are concerned, and of prosecutions for 
otfenses committed against the United States, and for the 
safe-keeping of prisoners, 8800 ,000— 


| Mr. GROW offered the following amendment: 
| 


Provided, however, That no part of the money hereby 
appropriated shall be expended for prosecuting or detaining 
| any person or persons charged with treason or any other 
| poliucal offense in the Territory of Kansas. 
, Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. [raise a question 
| of order upon that amendment. That amend- 
ment has already been carried into that bill; and 
therefore it is not in order now. 

Mr.GROW. ‘The amendment heretofore adopt- 
ed is of no sort of use to meet the object for 
which this amendment is offered. 

The CHAIRMAN. This is another case 
where the Chair thinks the point of order well 
taken; but the committee, on yesterday, in a sim4 
ilar case, came to a different conclusion; and, in 
conformity to that decision of the committee, the 
Chair will rule that the point of order is not we il 
taken. 

| Mr. PHELPS. I appeal from the decision of 
\\ the Chair; and upon that I call for tellers, 


| 
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Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Lerrer and | 


Preps were appointed. 

The House was divided; and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 63, noes 51. No quorum voting, 
the roll was accordingly called, and the following 
gentlemen failed to answer to their names: 

Messrs. Ball, Barclay, Bell, Bingham, Bowie, Brooks, 
Broom, Burlingame, Burnett, Carlile, Caskie, Childs, Bay- 
ard Clarke, Howell Cobb, Cox, Cragin, Craige, Cullen, Da 
vidson, Day, Denver, De Witt, Dickson, Dunn, Edie, Ed 
mundson, Edwards, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Augustus | 
Hall, Robert B. Hall, J. Morrison Harris, Sampson W. Har 
ris, Herbert, Hickman, Hoffman, Holloway, J.Glancy Jones, 
Lake, Lindley, McMullin, MeQueen, Meacham, Mordecai 
Oliver, Packer, Paine, Peck, Perry, Powell, Ricaud, Richi- 
ardson, Rust, Sage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William R. 
Smith, Stephens, Talbott, Vail, Walker, Wells, Wheeler, 
Daniel B. Wright, and Zollicotfer. 

The committee then rose; and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, Mr. Haven reported 
that the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union had had under consideration the state 
of the Union generally, and particularly House | 
bill No. 202; and finding itself without a quorum, 
the roll had been called, and the committee had 
directed him to report to the House the names of | 
the absentees. 

One hundred and sixty-five members having 
answered to their names, the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union resumed its 
session, (Mr. Haven in the chair.) | 

‘The question being, ‘* Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee?” 
the tellers resumed their places; and the House 
having divided, the tellers reported—ayes seventy - 
£iX, noes not counted. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


Pennsylvania, | would like to propose an amend- 

mentfrom the Committee of Ways and Means. 
Mr.GROW. 

standing that I am to have it afterwards. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Of course. I offer the fol- 


lowing amendment: 


In line nine hundred and sixteen, strike out ‘$800,000,’ 


and insert ** $1,000,000 ;”’ so as to make the clause read as 


follows: 

For defraying the expenses of the supreme, circuit, and 
district courts of the United States, including the District of 
Columbia ; also for jurors and witnesses, in aid of the funds 


ing of prisoners, $1,000,000, 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The question recurred on Mr. Grow’s amend- 


ment. 

Mr. GROW. 
planation of the amendment. 
to consume much of the time of the House. The 
bill appropriates money for the prosecution of 


offenses against the Government of the United | 


States. I propose by my proviso, that none of 


Before the question be | 
taken on the amendment of the gentleman from | 
|| of murder, arson, burglary, or any other crime | 


I yigld the floor with the under- | 


i have one word to say in ex- | 


| tive Assembly of the Territory. 


| this House called to do? 
| advance, independent of, and it may be against, 


. sen . cain ; 
arising trom fines, penalties, and forteitures incurred in the \| the judic ial tribunals of the Te: ritory, that these 


fiscal year ending June 30, 1857, and previous years; and |} 
likewise for defraying tie expenses of suits in which tbe 
United States are concerned,and of prosecutions for offenses || 
committed agamst the United States, and for the safe-keep- | 


||} United States authorities in Kansas. 
I do not propose || 
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the amendment, it is to the clause out of which | 
| 


all the incidental expenses attending the pros- 
ecutions in Kansas must be paid—the prosecu- | 
tions instituted, and the processes in the hands | 
of Mr. Marshal Donaldson, under which Law- || 
rence was sacked, and the army marched there | 
for the purpose of arresting supposed criminals. 

Mr. PHELPS. Will the gentleman allow me 
to interrupt him ? 

Mr. STANTON. Ido not yield to the gentle- 
man. I trust that this House does not intend to || 
give its sanction tothe proceedings that have beerg| 
carried on in that Territory. I trust they will | 
not authorize the payment of the posse comitatus | 


called out by the marshal of that ‘Territory, not | 
to carry out any valid laws, but to act upona 
foray, tor the purpose of putting down the Abo- || 
litionists; for the purpose of destroying the town | 
of Lawrence, and crushing out the free-State set- | 
tlers. That was the object; and | understand the 
effect of thisamendment to be, to settle, upon the 
part of the House, whether we are to pay out of 
the public Treasury those who were engaged in | 


that nefarious work? So far as I am concerned, || 


I will not vote one dollar to pay the expenses of | 
filibuster or marauding expeditions, 
Mr. KEITT. If I understand the effect of the ! 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, | 
{Mr. Grow,] or that of the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Sranron,] it is, that no criminal prosecu- | 
tion shall be carried on in the Territory of Kan- | 
sas, for any crime whatever, at the expense of | 
the United States. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Ohio, as I understand it, enlarges | 
the operation of the amendment of the gentleman | 
from Pennsylvania, so that under it no prosecu- | 
tion can be carried on in Kansas for the crime ! 


whatever. It prohibits all judicial proceedings | 
whatsoever in Kansas Territory. What is the | 
condition of things upon which we are called | 
to legislate? A law was passed in 1854, organ- 
izing the Territory of Kansas. Under that or- 
ganic act, laws have been passed by the Legisla- | 
i te is charged 
that those laws have been violated; and what is 
It is to determine in 


laws have not been violated, and to withdraw 
from those judicial tribunals all tognizance which | 
they have over persons thus charged with the vio- 
lation of law. itis asking that this legislative 
tribunal shall constitute itself a judicial tribunal. 





| It is asking this House to determine whether or 


not the execution of the laws has been resisted 
—whether or not war has been levied against the 
If war has 
been levied against the United States authorities, 


| as is charged, then these parties are guilty of 


the money shall be used for prosecuting men in || 


the Territory of Kansas for treason against the 
United States. Itsimply limits the appropriation | 
so far as the Territory of Kansas is concerned; | 
but it affects in no way whatever appropriations 
for other purposes;and when we stop this appro- 
priaton for prosecutions the prosecutions them- 
selves will cease. 

Mr. PHELPS. I oppose the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. I like an 
open, manly way of meeting the question. The 
amendment of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
is designed to have the effect of declaring that the 
law punishing persons for treason shall not be 
enforced in the Territory of Kansas. Now, I 
ask him, if he desires to accomplish that purpose, 
to present an amendment here which will call | 
pen the House to declare that the laws of the | 
United States punishing persons for treason shall 
not be enforced within the Territory of Kansas. 
That is the fair and manly way of meeting the 
question. The object which the gentleman wants 
to accomplish is that persons may be guilty of | 
treason in the Territory of Kansas, and yet shall 


| this House to such an extent as to screen crime? 


| mean to say that, whatdo you mean? You mean 


| free-State men have been guilty of violation of | 


not be prosecuted for it in any judicial ‘tribunal || 


of the land. In other words, he is offering a | 

reward and premium fer traitors in that country. 
Mr. STANTON. I move to amend the amend- 

ment by adding the words: “ Or for any pros- 


ecution that has been heretofore instituted or car- || 
ried on.”? I desire to say that, as I understand || ask the gentleman from Ohio to inform me to 


| country exclusively ? 


treason; and I ask whether the question should | 
not be determined by the judicial tribunals of the | 


Do you propose to carry the political power of | 


My friend from Missouri [Mr. Pue vps] has cor- 
rectly said that the object of this amendment is | 
indirectly to wipe out all the legislation of the 
Territory, and to redress the alleged wrongs of 
the people of that Territory by launching them 
into anarchy. What do you propose by this 
amendment, if you do not propose that? Do 
you propose, by the action of party here, to screen 
men who have committed treason? Here are 
your judicial tribunals. Are they so corrupt that 
youcannottrustthem? You have acknowledged 
your belief in the guilt of these men by under- 
taking to declare in advance that they were not 
guilty. Do you mean to say that the judiciary 
of that Territory is so unreliable that it has been 
prostituted to base purposes? If you do not! 


no more and no less than to say that, if your 


law, if they have been guilty of treason, you | 
will interpose your party power to screen them | 
from the hangman’s rope. 

Mr. Sranron’s amendment to the amendment 
having been moditied, was reported, as follows: 





And for any prosecutions that have heretofore been insti- 
tuted for political offenses. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I merely wish to 


| pal Hall, in the first district of New Orleans, the «, 
| $362 60: Provided, That the vouchers shall be syhy 


| &c., and I hold that it is not in order, 


| under the 81st rule. 





what class of crimes known under the | 
the United States political offenses belo 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is no 

The question “how being on Mr, 
amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. LEITER called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Kerry ays 
GaALLoway were appointed. and 

The question was taken; and the tel}, rs 
ported—ayes 69, noes 59. 

So the amendment to the amendme 
agreed to. 

Mr. Grow’s amendment, as amende 
then adopted. 

Mr. TAYLOR. I offer the following amo», 
ment: ey ant 

For the marshal of the eastern district of | 


for the repairs of furniture, and for furniture sy 
the court-room and offices of the United Sta 


aws of 


ao? 
t in Ord: r 
STANToy’; 


Nt Was 
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| eastern district of Louisiana, rendered necessary in cor 
se 


quence of the removal of the said courts from the Mur 


aia 
to the Secretary of the Interior, and the expenditures; 
proved by him. ~~ 
Mr. LETCHER. It seems to me that this ;, 
a private claim; vouchers are to be presented 
Mr. TAYLOR. The amendment is jn oy), 
under the rules, and so the gentleman wij |, 
assured, if he will turn to them. ; 
The CHAIRMAN. On looking at the among. 


| ment, the Chair is of the opinion that it is not\y 
| order. 


Mr. TAYLOR. I think that it is in ord, 
The object of the among. 

ment comes under the head of * cdntingencies.” 

under the head of ** judicial expenses.” 

Mr. PHELPS. ‘The contingencies under thy 
head of judicial expenses, are paid out of thy 
preceding appropriations, when they are author. 
ized by law. If the expenditure proposed is no 
authorized by law, then it is not a contingency, 

Mr. TAYLOR. I take an appeal from ty 
decision of the Chair. 

The question was taken; and the decision of 
the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. BALL. [am instructed by the Commit: 
on Public Buildings and Grounds to offer the (i). 
lowing amendment: 

For arrearages due Baley Brown, keeper of the upper 
Eastern Branch bridge, for expenses incurred in the yeas 


1853 and 1854, in the purchase of fuel and oil, and in tie 
repairs of lamps, $100. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. PENNINGTON. I offer as an ameni- 
ment the following additional section to the bil: 


Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the first section of 
the act entitled “* An act to remodel the diplomatic and ¢ 
sular system of the United States,’’ passed March }, 8, 
shall be so construed as that the annual compensations pail 


| for the diplomatic representatives of the United States, a 


the several countries therein enumerated, shall be the sa 
as therein specified therefor respectively, whether suc 
representatives shal Ibe of the grades existing at the time 
of the passage of the bill, or of a superior grace, and tet 
such compensation commence from the Ist day of July, 
1855, as the period designated in said act. 

The object of this amendment 1s to give a con- 
struction to the first section of an act passed by 
the last Congress in 1855. It proposes no appre- 
priation, but authorizes the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury to apply money already appropriated to te 
payment of the salaries of the ministers resides! 
at the various foreign posts to which they have 
been assigned. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I would inquire of the chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Affairs whethet 
the persons who are to be benefited by his amen¢- 
ment were nominated to, and confirmed by, te 
Senate after the passage of that law? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. No, they were not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. My understanding is, ts 
the consular bill of last session required the! 
the representatives of this Government abroal 
should be nominated to, and confirmed by, th 
Senate, before they could avail themselves of 
increased salary provided for in the bill. Is ! 
correct ? 

Mr. PENNINGTON. I will state briefly wh! 
the provisions of that bill are in the particula's 
referred to. The first section directs the Preside 
of the United States to appoint full minister 
plenipotentiary and envoys extraordinary, ® 
all the places where this Government have dip- 
lomatic representatives. Prior to the pass’ 


of the act, (March 1, 1855,) he had already 
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~»inted to many of those places ministers resi- 
oP simply, and to others, full ministers. No 
on has been made by the Administration in 
ae tments as to the grades of the repre- 
cntatives. ‘Lhe remain precisely at the grades 
‘vy held when the act was passed. The object 
"> this amendment is simply to apply the appro- 
"sation already made to the payment of the 
aries of those officers, giving the same pay as 
éved by the bill of March 1, 1855, though not 
* nointed to the grades contemplated by the bill. 
"Mr. HOUSTON. Upon what principle is i 
hat the Ist of July, 1859, is named in the amend- 


those appoim 


‘ 


nt 


ment ? ‘ 
O(c. PENNINGTON. Because the bill of 


March 1, 1855, took effect upon that day as to 


the compensation allowed by it. =" 

“Mr. HOUSTON. My understanding is, that 
it bill does not affect any foreign ministers or 
presentatives, unless they have been nominated 
1, and confirmed by, the Senate, after it was 
neseed and became alaw. This amendment is 
intended to bring them within the influence, and 


i 


1} 
th 
vu 
T 


bill. ? A 

Mr. PENNINGTON. Just so; and that is 
pe rfectly right. ‘That is exactly what I mean. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will read the 
clause of the bill to which gentlemen refer: 

« That from and after the 30th of June next, the President 
of the United States shall, by and with the advice and con- 
cont of the Senate, appoint representatives of the grade of 
envoy extraordinary and ministers plenipotentiary to for- 
eign countries, Who shall receive for their services a com- 
pensation not to exceed the amount herein specified to 
each.” 

Now, the bill provides that, after the 30th of 
June, 1855, all of our diplomatic representatives 
shall be of the grade of ministers plenipotentiary 
and envoys extraordinary. But the construction 
given toitat the State Department and by the 


President was that this compensation could not | 


be paid, under the law, to any one who held the 
rank of resident minister at the time of the pas- 
save of the act, until he should be renominated 
to, and confirmed by, the Senate as minister plen- 
ipotentiary and envoy extraordinary. 

' The President, I believe, has not renominated 
the resident ministers as ministers plenipoten- 
tiary and envoys extraordinary; en 
those who at the passage of the act held the rank 
of ministers resident, are still to receive, where 
they are not otherwise specially provided for, the 
former compensation as chargé d’affaires, $4,500. 


The provision offered by the gentleman from | 
New Jersey provides that those who have held | 


the rank of resident minister since the 30th of 
June, 1855, and wno have not been renominated 
and confirmed as minister plenipotentiary and 
envoy extraordinary shall receive the salaries 
severally specified to the different courts in this 
act. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. The gentleman from 
Tennessee states the facts correctly. I have 
nothing toadd. I hope the amendment may be 
adopted. ° 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I now move that the bill 
be laid aside to be reported to the House, and 
that the committee proceed to the consideration 
of a bill (H. R. No. 201,) making appropriations 
for certain civil expenses of the Government for 
the year ending June 30, 1857. 

Mr. PHELPS. I object to that course, for the 
reason that the House is as full now as it will be. 
I think we had better report the bill to the House, 
and act upon the amendments immediately. 


The question was put; and the motion was 
agreed to. 


CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The committee accordingly proceeded to the 
consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 201) making 
&ppropriations for certain civil expenses of the 
Teeernments for the year ending the 30th of June, 
dol. 

_By unanimous consent the first reading of the 
bill was dispensed with, and the Clerk proceeded 
to read the bill by paragraphs for amendment. 

Pending the reading, 

Mr. CAMPBELL moved that the committee 


do now rise. 


The motion was agreed to. 
So the committee rose; and the Speaker having 


THE CONGR 


sive them the benefits of the provisions of that | 


| Mr. LETCHER. 





|| the Union generally, and particularly House bill 


|| (No. 202) making appropriations for the legisla- 


| tive, executive, and judicial expenses of Gov- 
| ernment, for the year ending the 30th of June, 
| 1857, and had directed him to report the same 
|| with various amendments, and with a recom- 


|| mendation that it do pass; and that it had also | 
had under consideration House bill (No. 201) | 
making appropriations for certain civil expenses | 
|| of the Government for the year ending 30th June, | 


| 1857, and had made some progress therein. 
MISSISSIPPI LAND BILL. 


| the House this morning, granting donations of 
|in Mississippi, was improperly engrossed. No 
order that it may be properly engrossed as passed. 


Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
The SPEAKER. It is for the correction of 


is a privileged question. 

Mr. BARKSDALE, 
engrossment. 
| as it was passed. 


It is a mere error inthe 








What is the error in it? 
Mr. BARKSDALE. One road has been 


omitted. 


of the House to the fact, that the bill has been 
pues here without its being printed. 
' 

1 


| here knew anything about it. It has been forced 


| through under the operation of the previous ques- 


| tion, and has been carried to the Senate in that 
| way. Hence the blunder. With these remarks 
| 1 withdraw my objection. 


as it was read from the Clerk’s desk. 

Mr. LETCHER. I withdraw my objection, 
but [ want the country to understand how it is 
that these bills are forced through the House. 

There being no objection, it was ordered that 





the Clerk be directed to request the Senate to re- | 
turn bill of the House No. 553, so as to enable | 
the Clerk to correct a clerical error in its engross- | 


LEGISLATIVE, EXECUTIVE, AND JUDICIAL 
APPROPRIATION BILL. 
The House then a to consider'the bill 


| making appropriations ft 
! 


| 
P 


|| year ending June 30, 1857, reported from the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
with sundry amendments. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, offered a substitute 





House in favor of the substitute. His speech is, 
| at his request, withheld for revision, and will 
appear in the Appendix. 

Mr. C. concluded by moving the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I make the 
point of order on the substitute that, by the rules 
of the House, propositions involving appropria- 





the Union. 


tleman from Ohio moves a substitute for the 
entire bill and amendments. The substitute has 


Whole on the state of the Union, and as it makes 
large appropriations I hold that it is notin order, 

The SPEAKER. The Chairis of the opinion 
that the substitute is in contravention of the rules 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I withdraw the call for 
the previous question, and I offer an amendment 
giving $300 extra pay to the sergeants-at-arms, 
clerks, and reporter of the Kansas investigating 
committee. 





I now renew the call forthe previous question. | 


resumed the chair, Mr. Haven reported that | 
| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 
} Union had had under consideration the state of | 
} 


Mr. BARKSDALE. The bill which passed | 
1} public lands to aid in the construction of railroads | 


blame, however, can be attached to the Clerk. [ | 
wish to have the bill recalled from the Senate, in 


an error in the proceedings of the House, which | 


1 wish to have the bill engrossed 


Mr. BARKSDALE. The bill passed precisely 





thedegislative, execu- | 
tive, and judicial expenses of Government for the | 


for said billembracing all the amendments adopted | 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union, with the exception of the provisoes in | 
relation to Kansas affairs, and addressed the | 


tions of money must have their first consideration || 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
The appropriation bill before the | 
House was referred to that committee and re- | 
ported back with sundry amendments. The gen- | 


never been considered in the Committee of the | 


of the House, inasmuch Gs it involves an appro- | 
priation. and has not been considered in the Com- | 
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The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put, 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, 
the Clerk will read the amendments, and those on 
which a separate vote is not asked, will be voted 
On en masse. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
of the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with the exception of those reported 
below, were agreed to en masse. 

The Clerk reported the following amendment: 


At the end of the words: “ For salaries of the two com- 
missioners to codify laws of the District of Columbia, 


| $6,000,”’ add as follows: 


Provided, The sum hereby appropriated shall be accept- 
ed as full compensation for the services of said codifiers 
in completing said code. 

Mr. H. MARSHALL. It has been suggested 
to me that the original Jaw limits the time of this 
board, and, theretore, obvinies the necessity of 
my amendment. I desire that it be voted down. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 

Mr. SNEED. As itis now four o’clock, and 
we are to have an evening session, | move that 
the rules be suspended, and that the House re- 
solve itself into the Committee of the Whole on 


| the state of the Union, with the view, when in 


committee, of moving a recess. 
The motion was not agreed to. 


The House then proceeded to consider the 
following amendment to an amendment of the 


|| Committee of the Whole House on the state of 


Mr. LETCHER. I desire to call the attention || 


the Union, upon which a separate vote had been 


u | asked: 
Nobody | 


For extra compensation to the clerks, sergeants-at- 


| arms, and reporter of the Kansas investigating Committee, 


$300 each, $2,400. 


Mr. SNEED. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon that amendment. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment was then agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 
ment as amended, being an amendment pro- 
viding for the contingent expenses of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the yeas 


| and nays. 


The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

The House proceeded to consider the following 
amendment, upon which a separate vote had 


been asked: 


Add to the appropriations for the territorial expenses of 


| Kansas the following: 


Provided, That no part of the moneys appropriated by 
this act shall be drawn from the Treasury until an act shalt 
have passed both branches of Congress, and received the 
approval of the President of the United States, for the 
pacification of the troubles in Kansas, which shall, amongst 
others, contain a provision restoring the restricuon against 
slavery, as to both Kansas and Nebraska, in substance or 


| in fact, as the same was enacted by the eighth section of 


the act admitting Missouri into the Union as a State, ap 
proved March 6, 1820. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio. I demand the 
yeas and nays upon that amendment, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the negative—yeas 45, nays 110; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Ball, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Billing- 
hurst, Brenton, Buffinton, Chaffee, Clawson, Colfax, 
Comins, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dodd, Dunn, Emrie, 
Flagler, Galloway, Granger, Holloway, Kelsey, Knapp, 
Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Andrew Oliver, Perry, Pike, Robbins, Sapp, Sher- 
man, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, Wade, Walbridge, Cad- 


| walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B, Washburne, Watson, 


Wood, and Woodrufi—45. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Allison, Hendley 8. Bennett, 
Benson, Bishop, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, Bradshaw, 
Branch, Brooks, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, John P. 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Crawford, Henry Winter 
Davis, Dick, Dowdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Eiott; English, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, ie tie en- 
wood, Grow, Harlan, Haven, Hickman, Valentine B. Hor- 
ton, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kidwell, King, Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Max 
well, MeMuliin, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, 
Millward, Moore, Murray, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Pringle, Purviance, 
Quitman, Reade, ichardson, Ritchie, Rivers, Roberts, 
Ruffin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, Shorter, 
Simmons, Wiljiam Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Stranahan, 
Swope, ‘l'aylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, ‘Tyson, Under 
wood, Valk, Warner, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wells, 
Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Woodworth, Daniel B. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicofier—110. 


So the amendment was not agreed to, 
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Pending the call of the roll, 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts, stated that he 
had paired off with Mr? Steruens. 


Mr. 
with Mr. Day. 





Mr. EVANS stated that he had paired off with 


Mr. Haut, of Massachusetts. 


Mr. HORTON, of New York, stated that he | 


had paired off with Mr. Ricavup. 


Mr. NICHOLS stated that he had paired off | 


with Mr. Burnett. 


Mr. SNEED stated that Mr. Puryear had 


paired off with Mr. Howarp, upon all general 
questions during the day. 
Mr. SAGE stated that he had paired off with 
Mr. Fucier, of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. THORINGTON stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. Coss, of Georgia. 


Mr. TRIPPE stated that he had paired off with 


Mr. Wetcn. 

Mr. WALBRIDGE stated that Mr. Watpron 
had paired off with Mr. Vat. 

Mr. WALKER stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Mace. 


Mr. BARKSDALE stated that he had paired 


off with Mr. Wakeman. 


Mr. PRINGLE stated that Mr. Dick had | 


paired off with Mr. Smirn, of ‘Tennessee; and 
that Mr. Epwanps had paired off with Mr. Da- 
VIDSON. 


The House then proceeded to consider the fol- 
lowing amendment, as a proviso to the appropri- | 
ations for Kansas, on which a separate vote had | 


been asked: 





Provided, That the money hereby appropriated shall not 


be drawn from the Treasury, or any part thereof, and the 
same, or any part thereof, siall not be paid out of any other 
appropriation made by Congress, until all criminal prosecu 


"Wy Er | 
tions now pending in any court of the Territory of Kansas, 


against any person or persons charged with treason against 


the United States, and all criminal prosecutions by intorm. | 


ation or indictment against any person or persons, for any 


alleged violation or disregard of the professed laws ot a | 


body of men who assembled at the Shawnee Mission in 
said ‘Territory, claiming to be the Legislative Assembly of 
the said Territory, shall be dismissed by the court; and 
every person who is, or may be, restrained of his liberty by 
reason of such prosecution or prosecutions, sball be released 
from confinement. 


The yeas and nays were called for, and ordered. | 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 84, nays 69; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Bar- 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, 
Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Chaffee, 
Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, 
Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
FPiagler, Galloway, Giddings, Granger, Grow. Harlan, Hol 
loway, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, 
Knox, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, 
Miliward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Peiton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 
‘Tappan, Todd, Wade, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Wash- 
burne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, 
Wood, Woodruff, and Woodworth—84. 

NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Bocock, Bowie, Branch, Cad- 
walader, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Crawford, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dowdell, Dunn, Elliott, English, Eustis, Faulkner, Fior- 
ence, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, Haven, Hickman, Val- 
entine B. Horton, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy 
Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Smith 
Miller, Millson, Moore, Pheips, Porter, Quitman, Reade, 


Richardson, Rivers, Rutlin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sew- | 


ard, Shorter, William Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Swope, 
Taylor, Thurston, Tyson, Underwood, Valk, Warner, 
Watkins, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, 
John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—69. 


So the amendment was concurred in. 
Pending the call of the roll, 


Mr. MEACHAM stated that he had paired off 
with Mr. Orr, 


Mr. HARRIS, of Illinois, stated that, owing 


to severe indisposition, he was absent from the | 
Hall when his name was called; otherwise, he | 


would have voted “ no.’”’ 


The House then proceeded to consider the fol- || 


lowing proviso to the Kansas appropriations, on 
which a separate vote had been asked: 


_ Provided, nevertheless, Aud the appropriations for said Ter- 
ritory of Kansas are made upon these express conditions, 


that all proseeutions pending in said Territory for refusing | 


to act as a part of the posse comitatus, or for treason, or for 
taking part, as officer or otherwise, in any legal or illegal 


election therein, or for other political crimes or offenses, | 


shall be suspended until Congress shall have passed upon 
the validity of the alleged Legisiative Assembly of said Ter 
ritory; and until such time ail persons now in custody for 
such offenses shall be discharged from custody ; and until 


such time no one shall be charged with such crime or of- 
fense, 


Durfee, Emrie, || 


DENVER stated that he had paired off | 





THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. PHELPS. I rise to a question of order. 


{ desire to know whether there are any commu- 


| nications on the Speaker’s table from gentlemen 
Judging from | 
, the number of vacant seats I suppose there are. 


resigning their seats in the House? 


Mr. SHERMAN offered 
amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I object. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Then I move to lay the 
amendment on the table. 

Several Mempers. The gentleman cannot do 
that. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. 
do now adjourn. 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I ask the gentleman to 
withdraw that motion and let the bill be sent to 
the Senate this evening, so that we may go into 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and have general discussion to-night. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. DolI understand that the 
gentleman will move to go into the Committee o 
the Whole on the state of the Union? : 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Yes. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I withdraw my motion. 

Mr. KNOX. 
adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The question was taken on the amendment; 


to withdraw his 


and it was decided in the negative—yeas 39, nays | 


111; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Barbour, Henry Bennett, Bishop, Buffin- 
ton, Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Dean, 
Hughston, Kelsey, Knapp, Knowlton, Leiter, Matteson, 
Morgan, Mott, Murray, Andrew Oliver, Pennington, Perry, 
Pike, Pringle, Robbins, Sapp, Spinner, Stanton, Tappan, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Watson, 


| and Woodruff—39. 


! son, Elliott, English, Eustis, Florence, Foster, Giddings, || 


NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Barclay, Hendley 8. 


Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Bowie, Brad- | 


shaw, Branch, Brenton, Cadwalader, James H. Campbell, 
John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, 
Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Covode, Cragin, Craw- 
ford, Henry Winter Davis, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmund- 


Goode, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, 


| Haven, Hickman, Hotloway, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, 


George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, 
King, Knight, Knox, Kunkel, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey 
Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McCarty, Killian 
Miller, Smith Miller, Milison, Millward, Moore, Morrill, 
Norton, Parker, Pelton, Pettit, Phelps, Porter, Powell, 
Purviance, Quitman, Reade, Richardson, Ritchie, Rivers, 


Roberts, Ruthin, Rust, Sabin, Sandidge, Savage, Seward, | 
Sherman, Shorter, Simmons, William Smith, Sneed, Stew- | 


art, Stranahan, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, ‘Tyson, 

Underwood, Valk, Wade, Walbridge, Warner, Israel Wash- 

burn, Watkins, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodworth, 

Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—111. 
So the amendment was non-concurred in. 


Pending the cal of a. roll, 
Mr. FAULKNER stated that he had paired 
off with Mr. GaLtoway 


The next amendment on which a separate vote | 


| had been asked was then reported, as follows: 


Strike out the following clause : 

For compensation and mileage of the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, officers, clerks, and contingent ex- 
penses of the Assembly, $20,000. 


Mr. KEITT. I move that the House do now 


| adjourn. 


‘The motion was not agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL called for the yeas and nays | 


on the amendment. 
The yeas and nays were ordered, 
‘The question was taken; and it was decided in 


| the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 58; as follows: 


YEAS — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay, 


| Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. 


Campbell, Chatfee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durfee, Emrie, Mfagler, Giddings, Granger, Grow, 
Harlan, Haven, Hickman, Holloway, Valentine B. Hotton, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kun- 
kel, Leiter, Matteson, McCarty, Killian Miller, Millward, 
Moore, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray, Norton, Andrew 
Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pennington, Perry, Pettit, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, 
Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 


| Tappan, Thurston, Tedd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, Cad- 


| walader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Wash- 


| 


| 


burn, Watson, Wood, Woodruff. and Woodworth—90. 
NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, 


Branch, Cadwalader, Caskie, Ciingman, Williamson R. W. | 


Cobb, Crawford, Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, English, Eustis, Florence, Foster, Goode, 
Greenwood, Thomas L. Harris, Houston, George W. Jones, 
J. Gianey Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Humphrey Marshall, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, Mc- 
Mullin, Smith Miller, Millson, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, 
Richardson, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Sew- 
ard, Shorter, William Smith, Sueed, Stewart, Taylor, 


I move that the House | 


Il move that the House do now | 


Dodd, Emrie, Flagler, Granger, |} 





| —————— 
|| Tyson, Underwood, Warner, Watkins, Williams Winsi, 
| Daniel B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zoilicott — 


i ° 
CIB, 

} So the amendment was agreed to, 

i} 


Pending the call of the roll, 
| Mr. SNEED stated that Mr. Reape was ae 
|| from the House in consequence of INdisposition 
Sitiog, 


| 
|| ‘The next amendment was read, as follows. 
Add to the clause for defraying the ex 
preme Court, &c., the following: 
Provided, however, That no part of the money 
appropriated shall be expended for prosecuting or de 
ny person or persons charged with treason 
political offense in the Territory of Kansas, 
Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided * 
| the affirmative—yeas 82, nays 60; as follows. 
|| YEAS + Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, py, 
clay, Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss ‘p,. 
|| shaw, Brenton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Ch 


¥, 


Penses Of the Sa. 


hereby 
taining 
» Or any Oher 


nays, 





Brad. 
| Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, = 
Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Dunn, fp,” 
Flagler, Giddings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hickmay Ho 
| loway, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelsey, \,.. 
| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Matteson, Me(,,.. 
|} Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Murray’ 
Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Peyyiy,’ 
|| ton, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, po, 
bins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, stay, 
| Stranahan, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Wy!’ 
|| bridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washbury 
Israel Washburn, Watson, Wood, and Woodworth—»», ’ 
| NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bish) 
| Bowie, Branch, John P. Campbell, Lewis D. Campiey 
| Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R, \ 
Cobb, Crawford, Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Edyyyy4 
son, English, Florence, Pester, Goode, G reenwood, Thoinas 
| L. Harris, Haven, Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glayoy 
| Jones, Keitt, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Hyy, 
|; phrey Marshall, Samuel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMujliy, 
|| Smith Miller, Millson, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Richa; 
|| son, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Seward, Shorter, Wy. 
|| liam Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Taylor, Tyson, Underwood, 
|| Warner, Watkins, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. Wrigiy, 
|| John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—60. 
| So the amendment was agreed to. 
| Pending the call of the roll, : 
| Mr. CLINGMAN stated that Mr. Eustis anj 
|| Mr. Suerman had paired off. 
| ‘The bill, as amended, was then ordered to be 
engrossed, and read a third time; and being en. 
| grossed, it was accordingly read the third time, 
| Mr. PHELPS demanded the yeas and nays 
'| upon the passage of the bill. 
| ‘The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the affirmative—yeas 84, nays 65; as follows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, Ba- 
|| clay, Benson, Billinghurst, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, bren- 
|; ton, Buffinton, James H. Campbell, Lewis D. Campbeli, 
|| Chaffee, Ezra Clark, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
{| Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Dean, Dick, Dodd, Emne, 
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|| loway, Valentine B. Horton, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
|| Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Kunkel, Leiter, Matteson, Me- 
| Carty, Killian Miller, Millward, Morgan, Morrill, Mou, 
|| Murray, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
|| Pennington, Perry, Pettit, Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, 
Robbins, Roberts, Sabin, Sapp, Simmons, Spinner, Star- 
| ton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Tyson, 
| Wade, Walbridge, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Elihu 5. 
Washburne, [srael Washburn, Watson, Wood, and Woo/- 
worth—®4. 
| NAYS — Messrs. Aiken, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, 
|! Hendley S. Bennett, Bowie, Branch, John P. Campbell, 
Carlile, Caskie, Clingman, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craw- 
ford, Henry Winter Davis, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Elliott, Florence, Foster, Goode, Greenwood, Thomas L. 
Harris, Houston, George W. Jones, J.Glancy Jones, Keitt, 
Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, Humphrey Marshall, Samuel 
|| S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, Smith Miller, Millson, 
|| Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Rivers, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, 
| 
1} 


Seward, Shorter, William Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Tay- 

lor, Underwood, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel 5. 
|, Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—55, 

So the bill was passed. 

| Pending the call of the roll, 
| Mr. CAMPBELL said: I desire to say, that 
| Iam very much surprised to find my friends 00 
| the other side of the House disposed to stop the 
|| wheels of Government. I take the bill with all 
| its enormity. [Cries of etd 
| Mr. PHELPS. I am surprised to see my 
'| friends on the gentleman’s side of the House 
|| voting for appropriations which at the commence 
| ment of the session they denounced as monstrous. 
|| [Cries of * eee ; 
|| Mr. COLFAX. I desire to state that I vote 
| for the bill, although I do not think there are 
| half enough restrictions attached to it. 
| Mr. CAMPBELL moved to reconsider the 
f 


vote by which the bill was passed, and als0 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on te 
table; which latter motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL moved to amend the title of 
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Stinnett — ~ 
4 i), by adding the words “and for other 
aan 
Irpos 5. 
jhe ame ndment was agreed to. 
fr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved thatthe rules 


that the House re solve itself 
of the Whole on the state of 


spended, ‘and 
Committee 

Union. 

[he motion was agreed to. 

re House accordingly resolved itself into the 

f the Whole on the state of the 

Brancn in the chair,) the bill 


Committee of 


(Mr. 


ler va er ‘ 3 
ions for certain civil expenses of the Govern- 
“On motion of Mr. CAMPBELL, of Ohio, the 
was laid aside, and the Navy appropriation 
taken Up 3 and then, 

motion of Mr. C AMPB ELL, (at six 


‘slock,) the committee took a recess until eight 
o’clock, p.m. 


wii 


On 





EVENING SESSION, 
The committee resumed its se 
oflock, (Mr. Brancn in the chair,) the 
appropriation bill being under conside ration. 
a peeches, which will be published in the Appen- 
dix, were de livered by Messrs. Gitpert, Reavy, 
Trartox, WALKER, ALuison, S. S. Marswatt, 
Awnperson, and SaGe. 
The committee then rose, and the Chairman 
report d progress. 
‘And then, on motion of Mr. A. K. MAR- 
SHALL, (at half past ten o’clock,) the House 
yuraed until to-morrow at eleven o’clock, a.m. 


Navy 


IN SEN AT E. 
Wepnespay, August 6, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C 


. DEAN. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report from the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, communicating, in obedience to an act of 
Cor information re spec ting the progress 
made in the erection of a marine hospital at New 
Orleans, with an estimate of the appropriation 
necessary to comple te the work; which was read, 
and, on motion of Mr. Siipe.u, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

He also laid before the Senate a letter of the 
Secretary of War, informing the Senate thatrooms 
No. 4 and 11, in the basement of the north wing 
of the Capitol extension, are so far finished as to 
be available for temporary occupation; which was 
read, laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 
On the motion of Mr. Cottamer, the President 
pro tempore was authorized to appropriate those 
rooms to their proper use. 

Also, a communication from the President of 
the United States, in answer to a resolution of 
che Senate calling for information in relation to 
any application of the Governor of the State of 
California to maintain the laws and peace of that 
State against the usurped authority of an organ- 
zation calling themselves the Committee of Vigi- 
lance in the city and county of San Francisco; 

vhich, on motion of Mr. Pueu, was ordered to 
ie on the table, and be printed, 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. TOOMBS presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Y. Hansell, William H. Underwood, and 
the representatives of Samuel Rockwell, deceased, 
praying for ye rsnaar for service rensde red as 
solicitors of the Cherokee nation; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. FESSENDEN presented a memorial of 
citizens of Maine, remonstrating against the 
extension of W oodw orth’s pate nt for a planing 
machine; which was referred to the Committee 
on Patents and the Patent Office. 

Mr. FISH. I am requested to present the 
—" morial of C. H. Sand, president of the Ocean 

eam Navigation Company, praying for a re- 
ne all of thei ir contract for em, see the mails 
between New York and Bremen, and New York 
and Havre. As the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads have reported on the subject, I 
move, at the suggestion of the acting chairman of 
that committee, that the memorial lie on the table, 
and be printed. 


he motion was agreed to. 


eress, 


consideration being the bill making appro-_|| 


ssion at cen 
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) Mr. ‘SLIDE LL presented the petition of Mary | 


| F. Bailey, widow of Robert Bailey, praying for 
an increase of pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. MALLORY presented a petition of citi- 
zens of Washington, District of Columbia, pri tVv- 
ing that the pay of the marine band at head quar- 
ters may be a reased; which was referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

| Mr. FOSTER presented the petition of James 

| Worden, formerly a seaman in the Navy, pray- 

ing to be allowed back pay and a pension; which 

was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 

The bill (H. R. No. 542) to enlarge the rights 
and privileges of the Alexandria Canal Company, 
and to give the assent of the United States to the 
provisions of an act of Assembly of Virginia, 
passed March 18, 1856, entitled ** An act toamend 
the charter of the Alexandria Canal Company,”’ 
was read a first and second time, and referred to 
the Committee on the District of Columbia. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
| merce, to whom was referred a joint resolution 
on the subject, reported a bill (S. No. 433) to 
provide for continuing the improvement of the 
inland passage between the St. John’s and St. 
Mary’s rivers, Florida; which was read, and 
yassed to a second readine. 

Mr. COLLAMER, from the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads, to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of George H. Giddings, sub- 
mitted a report, accompanied by a bill (S. No. 


432) for the relief of George H. Giddings, con- 
tractor for carrying the United States mail on 
route No. 12900; which was read, and passed 


to a second reading. 

Mr. GEYER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 68) 
to build a jail in the town of Van Buren, in the 
State of Arkansas, reported it without amend- 
ment, and with a recommendation that it ought 
not to pass. 

Mr. SEWARD, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, moved that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the bill (S. No. 
77) to re quire the e mploy ment of apprentices in 
the commercial marine of the United States; and 
it was so ordered. 


On motion of Mr. SEWARD 


, it was 


Ordered, That the Committee on Commerce be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of Charies 
Holmes. 


CONGRESSIOM@1 GLOBE. 


Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on Print- 
ing, submitted the following motion; which was 
considered by unanimous consent, and agreed to: 


Ordered, That each member of the Senate be henceforth 
supplied with the same number of the Congressional Globe 
and Appendix, and at the same price per copy, as was sup- 
plied to the members of the Senate for the last Congress. 


ADDITIONAL CLERK. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I report, from the Conmmittee 
on Printing, the following resolution. I have 
consulted with the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance, and he sees the necessity of it: 

Resolved, 
records, be added to the corps of Senate cleras, who shall 
be the keeper of the records of the Committee on Printing, 
who shail be under the direction of the said cominittee 
during the session of Congress, and of the Secretary of the 
Senate during the vacation, and who shall receive the rate 
of compensation now allowed to engrossing and legislative 
clerks of the Senate. _ 

There are millions of dollars expended under 
the contracts of that committee and the printing 
law,and hitherto scarcely any records have been 
kept. They have been kept this session. The 
laws in reference to the matter are somewhat 
complicated, and these records have a material 
bearing, if regularly and properly kept, on the 
settlement of the printe r’saccounts. It has been 
evident, on eXamination, to the Committee on 
Printing, and it has also been explained to the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance, that there 
should be some check, by proper records, on these 

contracts, and more particularly during the vaca- 
tion. This i is a clerk to be added to the number 
of clerks of the Senate, who is to take charge of 


that business, and to be under the direction of the | 


| Secretary of the Senate during the vacation, and | 


That one clerk, to be styled the clerk of printing 


6 ae 195] 


Mr. HUNTER. I think such an officer is 
necessary. It ismanifest that we ought to have 
: check on the Superintendent. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 


consent, and agreed to 


re cords as a 


SRIDGET MAHER, 


Mr. inaauia AN. I am instructed by the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, to report back the 
bill (Hl. R. No. 356) for the relief of Bridget 
Maher. This subject has heretofore been under 
the consideration of the committee, and acted 
upon favorably. It is a small compensation of 
$290, and is apy rroved by the committees of both 
Houses, for an object heretofore ¢ xplained, I 
hope that it will be acted on at once 

‘There being no objection, the Senate proceeded, 
as in Committee of the 
bill which authorizes the 
ury to settle and adjust the claim of Mrs. Bridget 
Maher, for boarding certain Cherokee Indians 
from North Carolina, disallowed by him on the 
19th of July, 1855, and pay to her such sum as 
she is in justice entitled to, not to exceed 293. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read the 
third time, and passed, 


Whole, to consider the 


Secretary of the Treas- 


TREASON IN KANSAS 
Mr. SEWARD, by unanimous consent, 


tained leave to introduce a bill to provide for the 
change of 


ob- 


venue in certain criminal causes now 
depending in the courts of the United States for 
the Territory of Kansas; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 
Mr. EVANS. 


I am directed by the Commit- 


tee on Revolutionary Claims to re port back 
the House bill [No. 154] entitled an act to pro- 
vide for the settlement of the claims of the officers 


of the revolutionary army, and the widows and 
orphan children of those who died in the service, 
and to recommend its passage. | hope the Sen- 


ate will indulge me either by taking it up now, or 


fixing it for to-morrow morning. My health is 
very feeble, and I should like to have this subject 
settled as soon as possible, that | may be able to 
make such disposition of myself as my health 


may require. | ask, therefore, either that it may 
be taken up this morning or to-morgow at half 
vast twelve o’clock. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sena- 
tor submit a motion to take up the bill now? 

Mr. EVANS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STUART. That bill must necessarily 
occupy a great deal of time in this body. That 
has been our experience heretofore, and will un- 
doubte div be acain. 

Mr. FESSENDEN 
witnout debate. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I hope it will not be taken up. 
I wish to be fully heard on that bill. I know 
that it passed, as the Senator from Maine says, 
sub silentio, last ye but that was wrong. It was 
so passed, | Suapenes because Senators did not 


It was passed last year 


look into it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. 
and nays by a large vote. 

Mr. ‘TOOMBS. desire to be heard on 
when it comes up again. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Iam like the Senator from 
Georgia in this particular. l also desire an op- 
portunity to be heard on that bill. It draws an 
enormous amount from the Treasury, and re- 
quires a great deal of consideration. I hope it 
will not be taken up now. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina. 

Mr. FESSENDEN and Mr. SEWARD ealled 
for the yeas and nays; and they were ordered. 

Mr. STUART. Cana bill be take up on the 
same day on which it is reported, if objected to? 
I understand not. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. It is in the 
power of a majority of the Senate to take up any 
measure reported by a committee. 

Mr. STUART. On the same 
r ported ; ? , 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Yes, sir 

Mr. STUART. My impression was, that an 
objection on the day of the report being made 


It passed on the yeas 


it, 


day when it is 


| of the Committee on Printing during the session. '| was sufficient. 
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The PRESIDENT pro tempore. e ul 
form practice to take up a bill when a majority 
of the Senate direct. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
understand, and have reason to apprehend, this | 
bill, if passed, will draw a great many millions 


I only want to say that I | 


| 


of dollars from the Treasury ; and before I am || 


ready to vote for anything that will draw such a 
sum as this probably will, 1 desire a full oppor- 
tunity to iiermend its merits. I am not pre- 
yared to act on it at this moment, but whenever 
it does come up, I shall have something to say. 

The question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 23, nays 18; as follows ; 

YEAS — Messrs. Allen, Brodhead, Brown, Collamer, 
Douglas, Evans, Fessenden, Fish, Fitzpatrick, Foot, Fos 
ter, Houston, Iverson, James, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Seward, 
Thomson of New Jersey, Wade, Weller, Wilson, and 
Wrght—23. 

NAYS—Messers. Bell of New Hampshire, Bell of Ten- 
nessce, Biggs, Bright, Clay, Clayton, Dodge, Geyer, Harlan, 
Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Pearce, Reid, Sebastian, 
Slidell, Stuart, Toombs, and Trumbull—1s. 

So the motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
proceetied, as in Committee of the Whole, to con- 
sider the bill. 

Under its provisions the officers of the army of 
the Revolution, who were entitled to half pay for 
life under the resolutions of Congress of the 3d and 
2ist of October, 1780, 17th January, 1781, May 
8, 1781, and March &, 1785, will be entitled to 
receive the half pay, although the officer may have 
received, in lieu of it, the commutation of full pay 
for five years, under the resolution of Congress 
of March 22, 1783. All claims which shall be 
allowed under this provision are to be paid only 
to the officer, if alive, or, if he be dead, to his 
widow and children equally, or if there be no 
widow living, to his child or children, or their 
descendants; the issue of any deceased child 
taking among them the share of their parent. 

It will be the duty of the proper accounting 
officer of the Treasury, when applied to for that 
purpose by any one who by this bill is entitled to 
receive money, or his or her guardian, to ascer- 
tain what is due to such officer, from the time he 
became entitled to the said half pay until his death, | 
that occurred before the 3d of March, 1826; but 
if he died after that time, up to the 3d of March, 
1826; which sum is to be paid after deducting the 
amount received for commutation, under the reso- 
lution of March 22, 1783. 

The bill also provides that the benefit of the 
resolution of August 24, 1780, shall be extended 
to the widows and orphan children of all officers 
who died in the service at any period during the 
war of the Revolution, whether those officers 
belonged to the continental line, or to any volun- 
teer corps called into service under the authority 
of any State; but no payment is to be made under 
this clause, except to the widows and orphan 
children of deceased officers. Surgeons’ mates 
are to be entitled to the benefit of the resolution 
of January 17, 1781, and to receive the half pay 
of a lieutenant of infantry. It is made the duty 


It is the uni- | tell what itis. Itis not only a bill of twelve or | 
thirteen sections, but it places different classes of | 
| officers under different resolutions—I think as 

many as five resolutions are alluded to, from 1780 | 
It includes classes that were steadily | 


to 1783. 
rejected by the revolutionary men immediately 
after the adoption of the resolutions. There is 


| it be the Senator from South Carolina, who can 


' rise in the Senate now and tell me the effect of | 
I will state some of the leading facts of | 
the case, for I have taken some pains to look | 
into the subject, though I have not looked at this | 
1 did examine the Senate bill, reported | 
by the Senator from South Carolina, with a view |! 
to give the benefit of my investigation to the Sen- | 
This bill comes from the House of Repre- | 


the bill. 
bill. 


ate. 
sentatives but recently; this morning is the first 
time it is reported, and it is taken wp suddenly; I 


presume itis pretty much the same as the billof | 


the Senator from South Carolina. 


That Senator, I think, on one occasion inti- | 
mated it was a draft of about twoanda half millions 
I supposed, myself, | 


of dollars on the Treasury. 
it would be between five and seven millions, 
but other accounts are that it is fifteen or twenty 
millions. I think I shall be able to show the 
Senate that it ought not to draw a dollar, or if it 
does draw anything, it ought to be much larger. 
This will be but an entering wedge. By explain- 


° . “ . . - ; | 
ing the principle of the bill, the Senate will see | 


at once that, if it is a gratuity, it ought to be ex- 
tended to the descendants of the men who fought 


in the Revolution. This bill covers one class— 


| the descendants of the officers who were entitled 


_ have served every day of the war, from the time | 


to half pay for life, under the resolution of 1780, | 


deducting the commutation, which was five years’ 


full pay, instead of half pay, for life, allowed | 


It excludes the 
Though they may 


under the resolution of 1783. 
soldiers of the Revolution. 


the first gun was fired at Lexington until the 
treaty of peace; though they may have stood up 
during the Revolution and fought day in and day 
out for public liberty, their descendants get noth- 


ing—even those who come under the resolution | 


_of 1778, which promised to each soldier who 


served to the end of the war a bounty of eighty 


dollars. Those who received that eighty dollars, | 


which was paid in Continental money that proved 
worthless, as wellas some of the rest of these se- 
curities, are left out entirely. 

Now, I am going to show clearly and distinctly 


that this, in the first place, is a gratuity; that it | 
is nota debt; that the report of the House com- | 
e; that it does not truly | 
e case; and that it inten- | 


mittee is a fraudulent 
represent the facts of 


| tionally conceals the facts on which this bill is 
| founded. 


The resolution of October, 1780, was passed at a 


| very gloomy time in the Revolution. Many offi- 
| cers had served for along time, but some had just 


of the Secretary of War, under the direction and || 


with the approbation of the Presidentof the United | 


be necessary to carry into effect the provisions of 
the act, according to its true intent and meaning. 
All payments made by its authority are to be 
without interest. 


'| while those who joined about that time, and who | 
In every case the accounting 


Officer, before he shall order any claim to be paid, || 


is to require satisfactory proof that the person in 
whose name the claim may be presented, is the | 


bona fide owner of it, and that the claim or wae {| 
9 


part of it has not been sold, transferred, pledgec 
or mortgaged, to any person or persons whom- 
soever; and all sales, transfers, mortgages, or 
ledges, of any such claims, are declared void. | 
“his act is not to extend to the case of any officer, | 
or his representatives, who have received either | 
half pay for life or commutation in lieu of it, 
under any special act of Congress. All persons | 
who apply for and receive the benefit of this act, | 
are to receive it in full satisfaction of all claims 
under any of the resolutions of Congress before | 
mentioned, and for all losses alleged to have been 
sustained by depreciation in the value of the cer- 
tificates receive 
lution of Congress of the 22d of March, 1783. 
Mr. TOOMI 
come up here unexpectedly. Ido not presume | 
that there is one Senator here, except the chair- | 
man of the committee, who can by possibility | 


| tion did any such thing. 


| Congress on the subject. 
|| referred to a committee of which Mr. Alexander 


| officers begged Congress to commute their half | 


) | pay for life to five years’ full pay in hand, and 
as commutation under the reso- || 


| 
| 


joined the army. The Continental Congress, to 
prevent their resignation, provided that all the 


officers who were then in service, and would con- | 


| tinue to the end of the war, should have half pa 
States, to prescribe such rules of evidence as may || 


for life. You perceive at once that all the officers 


|| who had served from 1775 to 1780, and had gone 


out of the service at that time, were excluded; 
were in actual service for only about one year 
afterwards, were entitled to the half pay. 

That has been presented as a matter of con- 


| tract; but [ say Congress is deceived by these | 
reports, in being told that General Washington, | 
and the men of that day, from time to time, urged | 


this law on Congress. 


General Washington did 
no such thing. 


None of the men of the Revolu- 
They did insist, before 
the disbanding of the Army, that scmething 
should be done to secure this contract, under the 


|| resolution of 1780. 


The officers of the army themselves petitioned 
The petition was 


Hamilton and Mr. Monroe were members. The 


Congress passed the resolution of 1783, on the 


|| petition of the officers of the Army. They said, 


BS. Mr. President, this bill has || ** we have been here for a long time, and we will 


take five years’ full pay now; considering the 
chances of our lives, now when property is low 
and money is dear, give us five years’ full pay 
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| years’ full pay instead of the half pay for |); 
| not one single human being in the Senate, unless | 





° .. Tins 
and we will take that in lieu of half pay for liga» 
They gave an additional reason, that hasan 
pay for life was odious; that the people o},i, or} 
to it as building up an aristocracy of the Gfiie.,. 
of the revolutionary army; and they “ep 


; Said, «|, 
will be a greater advantage to us to give usc. 


The committee reported in favor of doing \; 
quote from memory, because I have ee ce 
portunity of having the papers before me, | ,' 
accurate in the main facts, but I cannot quote — 
language now. ‘The Senate has refused to »:.. 
‘an opportunity to gentlemen to look into {| ¥ 
matter and bring forward the papers and public 
records of the time. - 
The Senate, it seems, prefers to go it hjing 
rather than look into the subject. I say the og’ 
cers preferred this commutation. Congr, 
passed it with a provifo that it should be adopt d 
by the officers before taking effect. They deter. 
ined that they would change this contract jf jj 
was the will of the army. The only objection 
that has sprung up in modern times against th, 
alteration ofthe contract from half pay for life to 
| five years’ full pay, is, that Congress agreed in 
the resolution that the vote should be taken by 
| lines, and that a majority of each line should q¢. 
| termine the course of each line. I have at my 
house the papers of General Greene, and yarioys 
other documents bearing on the point; and thouch 
there is no public document to refer to, the testi. 
| mony is conclusive. There is no evidence tha 
| has come within my knowledge and investig. 
tion, of a single officer of the army of the Revo. 
lution who did not demand the commutation, 
and accept it. I have found amongst General 
Greene’s unpublished papers documents showing 
the action of the Virginia lines and the Caroling 
| lines in the southern campaigns. He was they 
in command of the southern division; and having 
examined his papers to some extent, I am more 
| familiar with what was done by the southern 





|| lines; but I say all the officers of the different 


| lines unanimously accepted this proposition of 
Congress. The action of the majority bound 
the rest of the line; but in every case that I have 
been able to look at, the assent was unanimous, 

Then they came forward and accepted the five 
years’ full pay in lieu of the half pay for life, and 
they took it in hand. No man protested against 
it. Every officer known to have been entitled to 
itin the United States received it. There have 
| been some few cases within the equity, but not 
within the exact provisions of the resolution, 
which Congress has from time to time accepted; 
but it never extended it by general law. Fre- 
ranks nee came from meritorious officers, 
immediately after the war, and they were referred 
to the men of the Revolution who had served 
with them, and you can find their resolutions of 
record that it was inexpedient and unjust to ex- 
tend the pay one inch further. I say the con- 
mutation was accepted. Some of the officers did 
not live as long as the commutation ran, for it 
was equal to half pay for ten years. Many of 
them died in that time; and probably it was then 
equivalent in the market to twenty years’ ball 
pay, and all accepted it without a single excep- 
tion? 

In 1826 Congress passed a law under the gen- 
eral pension system, to give to the survivors at 
that time, I think, full pay. Probably the chair 
| man can inform me whether it was full pay of 
half pay? 

Mr. EVANS. Full pay for life. 

Mr. TOOMBS. What, then, is the effect of 
this bill? Each officer received, before 1826, te" 
years’ half pay; and then, if he lived from 18364 
to 1850, he got twenty-four years’ full pay, of 
fort;-eight years’ half pay, making altogether 
fifty-eight years’ half pay; and then comes the 
additonal provision of this bill. The truth 155 
that an officer may get a great deal more undet 
the bill than if he hed drawn the half pay 1n gold 
and silver from the day of the passage of the 
resolution continuously. 

Now as to the merits of the claim. A grest 
many of these persons were not in battle. Some 
of them were in parts of the country where they 
were not needed, and the Government allowed 
them to return to their homes. It did not call for 
them. The enemy was in some portions of the 
country, and not in others. They were nour 
inally officers. Many of them were really on 











